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INTRODUCTION 

In October 2010 the City of Sierra Madre began a process to update the 2001 Sierra Madre 
Parks Master Plan (Plan).  The update process reviews and presents projects and priorities to 
match the current needs and desires of the community.  The Community Services Commission 
appointed a Committee to update the Parks and Facilities Master Plan, and asked that facilities 
be included in the new plan.  The Committee consisted of Community Services Commission 
members, community representatives, staff liaisons, and representatives of civic organizations 
and schools who utilize park facilities. 

PURPOSE 

The purpose of the Plan is to help meet the needs of the City’s current and future residents and 
to build on the community's unique recreational facilities, parks, and trail assets.  The Plan is 
intended to serve as a guide for future recreational facility and park improvements and 
acquisition.  It is also intended to be the basis for future financial planning and priorities.  
Another important purpose of the Plan is to represent the community’s desires for a balance 
between parks, open space, and trails.  Above all, the Plan seeks to contribute to a high quality 
of life in Sierra Madre. 

PROCESS 

The planning process utilized to update the Plan incorporated the following steps: 

A. Staff provided an overview of the update process to the Committee together with  
copies of the 2001 Parks Master Plan. 

B. The Committee reviewed the accomplishments and needs not met since the 2005
 scorecard. 
C. Staff provided a tour of all the parks and facilities to familiarize the Committee with  

each area’s typical uses and condition of the assets. 
D. The Committee classified the existing parks and facilities utilizing the guidelines from 

the National Recreation and Parks Association. 
E. The Committee analyzed the 2010 census data for the demographic and population  

characteristics of the community. 
F. The Committee formulated and adopted a survey questionnaire for community input. 
G. The Committee gathered community input, and reviewed and identified priorities. 
H. The Committee created an expenditure analysis and prioritized goals and actions. 
I. The Committee prepared a draft Plan update for consideration of adoption. 

PARKS AND FACILITIES 

Since its incorporation in 1907, the City has developed six parks, the last one in 2008.  In 
addition, the system includes the historic Mount Wilson Trail.  The six parks, Bailey Canyon 
Wilderness Park, Kersting Court, Milton & Harriet Goldberg Recreation Area, Mount Wilson 
Trail Park, Memorial Park, and Sierra Vista Park have a combined twenty-five acres within the 
City's three square miles. 
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In 1967 the City acquired a Wilderness Area consisting of 1,100 acres, extending beyond the 
City's northern boundary.  In the 1990s the City purchased 125 acres in the foothills to preserve 
open space. The specific history of the City’s oldest parks mirrors the community’s identity with 
the mountains. 
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CITY ATTRIBUTES 

PHYSICAL 
 
The City of Sierra Madre with a population of approximately 11,000 is a unique village located 
in Los Angeles County at the base of the San Gabriel Valley Mountains. Sierra Madre is a 
residential community, proud of being the Village of the Foothills. Its small size and quiet 
neighborhoods lends to the small town atmosphere the residents are proud of maintaining. The 
City is a full service municipality operating with a $17 million budget that funds 65 full-time 
employees assigned to eight operating departments. Government services are primarily funded 
by property taxes, local taxes, and user fees. The local economy consists primarily of 
professional service providers and specialty retail shops and restaurants. 
 
DEMOGRAPHICS1 

Population Growth & Diversity:  The results of the 2010 census show some population changes 
for Sierra Madre since the 2000 census.  Although the population of California grew by 10% 
since 2000, Sierra Madre’s population increased by only 3.2%, from 10,578 to 10,917.  The 
percentage of the City’s white, non-Hispanics fell to 72.3% (from 79.7%), while the Hispanic 
population increased to 14.9% (from 10%).  Among adults aged 65-84, 84.1% are white, non- 
Hispanic; in the 0-19 age bracket, 61.6% are white, non-Hispanic.  Of the remainder of the 
population, Asians account for 7.5%, African-Americans make up 1.7%, and other, non-Hispanic 
make up 3.6% (American Indian/Alaska Native .3%; Native Hawaiian & Pacific Islander .1%; 
other .4%; and Two or More Races 2.9%).  English is the language spoken most often in the 
home.   

 2010 Census 2000 Census Change 

Population  10, 917 10,578 +339 

White non-Hispanic 72.3% 79.7% -7.4% 

Hispanic 14.9% 10% +4.9% 

Asian 7.5% 5.6% +1.9% 

African-American 1.7% 1.1% +.6% 

Other, non-Hispanic 3.6% 3% +.6% 

 
Age Structure:  With a median age of 46.6, up from 42.6 in 2000, the population of Sierra 
Madre is much older than California as a whole – 34.9 for the state.  Since the last census in 
2000, the share of people in Sierra Madre aged 65-84 increased from 15.7% to 17.4% of the 
total, compared with 11% statewide.  
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Of special interest to Sierra Madre’s parks and facilities, children aged 18 and under comprise 
20% of the City’s total population (aged 0-5 6%; aged 6-10 6%; aged 11-13 3%; and aged 14-18 
5%).  Adults aged 19-64 comprise 63% of the City’s total population, with a 25.6% gain since 
2000 in those aged 49-64.  Those over 65 make up the remaining 17% of the population. 
 
 2010 Census 2000 Census Change 

Median Age 46.6 42.6 +4 years 

Aged 65 + 1,895 1,665 13.8% 

Aged 19-64              Total 5,711 5,690 .003% 

Aged 49-64 3,676 2,928 25.6% 

Aged 33-45 1,911 2,475 -22.8% 

Aged 19-32 1,248 1,413 -11.7% 

Aged 18 and Under 

Total 

2,187 2,099 .04% 

             Aged 14-18  555 502 10.6% 

            Aged 11-13 364 338 7.7% 

         Aged 6-10 639 585 9.2% 

          Aged 0-5 629 674 -6.7% 

 
 
Households:  In 2010, 33% of Sierra Madre’s households were made up of individuals living 
alone, compared with 23% of such households in California.  Traditional families -- married 
couples with children -- are less common in Sierra Madre than statewide, accounting for 18.2% 
of households compared with 23% in California. 
 
Education:  Educational attainment in Sierra Madre is well above state levels:  58.4% of adults 
have a Bachelor’s degree or higher, compared with 30% statewide, and only 2.5% of adults 
have less than a high school education, compared with 20% in California overall. 
 
Income:  Median household income is $83,652, 39% higher than the statewide median of 
$60,392.  Almost 42% of households have incomes of $100,000 or higher, compared with 27% 
statewide. 
 
Foreign Born:  The foreign-born population accounts for 10% of the total, compared with 27% 
statewide. The majority of these individuals, 53%, are from Asia.  
 
 
CITY FINANCIALS 
 
For Fiscal Year 2011-2012 budget, the City reduced its budget by approximately $900,000. This 
was accomplished primarily by reductions in maintenance and operations, but also by freezing 
some vacant positions. In January 2012, the City learned that it would need to reduce its entire 
budget by another $800,000 and the midyear revenue projections identified a $300,000 
shortfall in General Fund revenues. Due to the economic climate affecting the City of Sierra 
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Madre, staff worked diligently to streamline costs while maintaining a high level of service and 
programs. A city-wide reorganization was implemented on July 1, 2012, that restructured 
staffing throughout the City. In addition to staff changes, programs and services were modified 
to continue to follow a cost-conscious model.  

This is a time of great change for the community, but it is the City’s mission to continue to 
provide quality, cost effective public services to its residents. Staff continues to work hand-in-
hand with our residents to provide the programs and services that are needed and vital to a 
thriving community.   
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SUMMARY OF SURVEY RESULTS 

The Parks and Facilities Master Plan Committee submitted a Survey Questionnaire to the public 

via internet, at public events, and at a public meeting (see Appendix 1).  Following is a general 

capsule of the 212 responses (see Appendix 2). 

Of all questions asked regarding the use of each park or facility, respondents indicated their use 

of the parks is as designed:  Memorial Park, Kersting Court, and Sierra Vista Park are 

predominantly used for community events and activities; and Mt. Wilson Trail and Bailey 

Canyon Wilderness parks are used for hiking, picnicking, and the rest rooms.  Milton and Harriet 

Goldberg Recreation Area is the only park that is seriously underutilized as either a 

neighborhood park or a recreation area. 

Bailey Canyon:  Out of 172 respondents who answered regarding the features they use at Bailey 

Canyon, the top three answers were:  the hiking trails (142), the public restrooms (77), and the 

picnic areas (66). 

Kersting Court:  Kersting Court is the most highly used park with approximately 125 

respondents using the park at least once a week.  Out of 182 respondents who answered 

regarding the features they use at Kersting Court, the top three answers were:  the park 

benches (149), the open lawn space (98), and the brick patio (87).  When asked whether the 

City should rent the open lawn space to place banners, the overwhelming response was no. 

Memorial Park:  With regard to Memorial Park, 75 use the park at least once a week, and 60 

use the park at least once a month.  Out of 202 respondents who answered regarding the 

features they use at Memorial Park, the top three answers were:  community events (141), the 

restrooms (106), and the band shell (90).   

Milton and Harriet Goldberg Recreation Area:  Goldberg Park is the least used of all the parks.  

The majority of respondents (approx. 150) rarely, if ever use the park.  Out of 51 respondents 

who answered regarding the features they use at Goldberg Park, the top three answers were:  

the stone benches (48), the sand play area (17), and the hut structure (10).  The conclusion of 

the Committee is that the design of the park could be enhanced to increase use, and further 

study is being undertaken. 

Sierra Vista Park:  There were 75 respondents who indicated that they used Sierra Vista Park at 

least once a week. Out of 168 respondents who answered, regarding the features they use at 

Sierra Vista Park, the top three answers were:  community events (86), picnic area (78), and the 

Aquatic Center and Community Recreation Center (63).  Of special note, 58 responded that 

they used the Rose Float Building, and 44 that they utilized the Dog Parks.  In general, 

respondents do not use the skate ramps, nor were they in favor of a skateboard park. 
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Of the 62 who answered regarding the use of the Aquatics Center, the top three answers were:  

Public Swim, followed by swimming lessons (23), and family swim (27). 

Mount Wilson Trail Park:  Mt. Wilson Trail Park (Turtle Park) is most often used for its hiking 

trail, restrooms, and picnic area. 

General Survey Results:  The majority of respondents believe the City maintains its recreational 

facilities and parks extremely well.  They overwhelmingly agree that the City’s recreational 

facilities and parks are very important to them and that it is very important to fund their 

maintenance. 

The majority (133 out of 155 who responded to the question) get their information regarding 

events from the Wistaria Vine.   

The most relevant demographic in this survey is the age group responding.  The predominant 

age group was 17 and under, followed by 35-44, then 55-64.  As a result, the usage of Kersting 

Court may be skewed because many of the fewer than 17 age group tend to “hang out” at 

Kersting Court after school on Fridays. 
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CLASSIFICATIONS & DEFINITIONS 

This section provides a description of the City of Sierra Madre’s existing parks and recreation 
facilities. One of the major recreational facilities for Sierra Madre is the Angeles National Forest 
and connected wilderness areas. City streets provide hilly but adequate space for walking, 
running, and bicycle-riding.  

There is minimal commercial recreational opportunity within the City. Public and commercial 
options in surrounding communities are extensive. They include the Los Angeles County 
Arboretum in Arcadia with horticultural gardens and space for passive recreation. Arcadia also 
offers the Santa Anita Race Track, public golf course and Arcadia County Park, to name a few. 
Pasadena to the west is home to the Rose Bowl and the Eaton Canyon Golf Course as well as 
the County operated Eaton Canyon Nature Center.   

PARK LAND CLASSIFICATIONS 

The information used for classifying the City’s parks for purposes of the Plan, is from the Parks 

and Recreations Standards, provided by the National Recreation and Park Association's (NRPA) 

Park, Recreation, Open Space and Greenway Guidelines, 1996 (Guidelines). These Guidelines 

provide a framework for recreational planning that relies on locally-based planning processes 

rather than arbitrary standards, and is based on a ratio of facilities to a specified percentage of 

population. The Guidelines promote a comprehensive planning process focusing on local 

concerns and an assessment of conditions to help define a plan that meets community needs. 

These include the need to accommodate different cultures; the need to include citizen opinion 

in the process; the identification of the wellness movement; and the establishment of levels of 

service.  

These standards, along with consideration of environmental trends, social trends, economic 

trends, and demographics ensure that the residents of each community can determine the size 

and use of land set aside for parks and recreation facilities.  In the City of Sierra Madre 

Municipal Code, Chapter 16.44, Regulations for Dedication of Land for Park and Recreation 

Land, Sierra Madre’s standard is 3.0 acres per 1,000 residents.  

In order to address specific planning needs for park, open space, and recreation areas, the 
following park classifications have been used.  Each park class provides a distinct type of 
recreational opportunity.  The ideal community park system is made up of several different 
types and classifications of parks.  The classification system used in this document is as follows: 

Natural Open Space: Natural open space is defined as undeveloped land primarily left in its 
natural state with recreation use as a secondary objective.   It is usually owned or managed by a 
government agency and may or may not have public access.  This type of land may include 
steep hillsides, wetlands, or other similar spaces.  In some cases, environmentally sensitive 
areas are considered open space and can include wildlife habitats, stream or creek corridors, or 
unique and/or endangered plant species (see Appendix 4). 
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Community Parks:  A community park is planned primarily to provide opportunities for 
organized activities and sports, although individual and family activities are also encouraged.   
Community parks can also provide indoor facilities to meet a wider range of recreation 
interests. Community parks serve a larger area and offer more facilities.  As a result, they 
require more support facilities such as parking, restrooms, and covered play areas.   Community   
parks usually have sport fields or similar facilities as the central focus of the park.  Their service 
area has roughly a 2-3 mile radius.  

Neighborhood Parks: Neighborhood parks are designed primarily for non-supervised, non-
organized recreation activities.  They tend to serve people living within approximately one-half 
mile of the park.  Since these parks are located within walking and bicycling distance of most 
users, the activities they offer serve the entire neighborhood, including children.  Typical 
facilities found in a neighborhood park include: playgrounds, picnic areas, open grass area for 
passive use, trails, outdoor basketball courts, and multi-use open grass area for practice field 
sports.  

Mini-Parks: The mini-park is used to address limited, isolated, or unique recreational needs of 
concentrated populations.  These parks may be either active or passive. 

Special Use Areas: Special use areas are known for a specialized purpose or activity.  These 
areas can be historical museums, nature centers, or amphitheaters.   
 
Schools:  The City and the Pasadena Unified School District have combined resources to provide 
a more cost-effective approach to fulfilling the needs of shared facilities and land for recreation 
purposes.  
 
 
PROJECT PRIORITY LEVEL DEFINITIONS 

For purposes of prioritization, three levels were created to span projects ranging from 
immediate needs to possible future enhancements/new facilities.  The different levels are 
described in the following paragraphs. 

Level I items are projects that are either necessary to keep an existing park or facility in safe 
operating condition or a project/program which has already commenced or for which the City is 
committed.  This level includes non-routine, major maintenance projects, some of which have 
been previously deferred.  In several cases, projects in this category are necessary if the 
park/facility is to continue to operate without incurring safety or increased liability issues. 

Level II items are projects that would upgrade existing facilities but are not, at this time, 
necessary to ensure the continued viability of the facility.  It should be noted, however, that 
many of these projects would become Level I if they are deferred indefinitely. 

Level III are projects that either represent new facilities or major enhancements at existing 
facilities.  Several of the projects in this category have costs that may well be beyond the scope 
of foreseeable funding sources and would likely require new or extraordinary funding sources.  



 
 

10 
 

NATURAL OPEN SPACES 
 
 
BAILEY CANYON WILDERNESS PARK - 451 West Carter Avenue, at Grove Street 
 
 
BACKGROUND 
 

The history of Bailey Canyon can be traced to the 
Native Americans who from time to time used the 
oak woodland as a temporary campsite.  Around 
1769, the King of Spain acquired the area by the right 
of occupation.  Ownership of the land passed from 
Spain to Mexico, to the Republic of California, to the 
United States.  In 1875, Mr. R.J. Bailey received a 
homestead from the U.S. Government for a portion 
of the canyon area and it became known as Bailey’s 
Canyon.  Palmer T. Reed purchased the Bailey Ranch 
and the mountain land behind it, including the 

canyon in 1881.  In 1883, Reed sold the eastern part of the canyon to N.C. Carter, and in 1884, 
the Sierra Madre Mutual Water Company purchased the remainder of the canyon in order to 
develop water tunnels for domestic water supply.  This portion was sold to the City of Sierra 
Madre in 1907.  The eastern portion was purchased by the City from the Carters in 1963.  In 
1965, a part of the original Carter property, purchased from the Southern Pacific Railroad, was 
given by the Carter family to the City of Sierra Madre to be included in the proposed wilderness 
park.  In the early 1930s Bailey Canyon was heavily used as a picnic and recreation area and the 
Works Progress Administration built an amphitheater and picnic area.  In the 1940s Bailey 
Canyon was used as a firing range by the army.  The severe floods of 1938 did considerable 
damage to the park and the flood of 1969 further damaged the amphitheater and widened the 
stream bed.  Subsequent fires and floods have continued to wear away the land.  Parts of the 
amphitheater can be seen from the Canyon View Self-Guided Nature Trail. 
 
The Bailey Canyon nature trails were developed by youth volunteer groups.  Today, 
conservation and trail work continues to be done by community organizations.  The area was 
dedicated as a Wilderness Park on June 11, 1967. 
 
FACILITIES AND AMENITIES (SEE APPENDIX 3) 

There are three self-guided hiking trails, a fire ring, an interpretive display, a parking area, picnic 
areas, restrooms, a native botanical area, barbeques, and a drinking fountain. Hikers should be 
aware that this is a wilderness area and, as such, contains wildlife (rattlesnakes, bears, 
mountain lions) and vegetation (poison oak), which can be problematic. 
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TRAILS 
 
Live Oak Self-Guided Nature Trail  
 
The trail begins at the entrance to Bailey Canyon above the debris basin.  Cross the bridge to 
the oak woodland area and look for the plant markers near a maintained trail.  The trail is 
approximately an eighth of a mile.   
 
Fire, flood, and man’s intrusion have caused radical changes in Bailey Canyon Wilderness Park 
over the years.  Nevertheless, the park remains an excellent and unique ‘nature study park.’  It 
has also been registered as a bird sanctuary. 
 
Although small in size, Bailey Canyon Wilderness Park contains several distinct plant 
associations which invite comparisons.  A stop on the bridge affords a view of these different 
groups.  On the steep, dry slopes, two different drought resistant plant associations live.  
Because of the elevation here (slightly over 1,000 feet) these two communities overlap and 
intermingle.  The larger shrubs belong to the Chaparral Association, the smaller, less woody 
species to the Coastal Sage Scrub.  Sierra Madre is at the lower limits of the warm Chaparral 
Association.  The Southern Oak Woodland Plant Community beyond the bridge is a distinctly 
different community.  Although the Riparian Stream-side Plant Community is now a remnant of 
the plant zone, it continues to exist due to sufficient root structure that can reach the necessary 
ground water when surface water is gone during the hot, dry summer months.  Approximately 
2% of the Earth’s surface has a Mediterranean type climate, and Southern California with its 
hot, dry summers and mild, rainy winters, is included in this two percent.  These areas all have 
similar vegetative adaptations. 
 
Canyon View Self-Guided Nature Trail  
 
The trail begins a short distance beyond the footbridge in Bailey Canyon.  Approximately one-
half mile along the trail is a small but beautiful waterfall.  The trail turns into a streambed which 
during winter weather can become slippery with unsure footing. 
 
Looking down into the stream channel is what was once a 
healthy streamside environment but which is now a 
remnant Riparian Plant Community.  The foothill fire of 
1977 destroyed much of the surface vegetation on the 
chaparral slopes.  A record-breaking (100 year) storm the 
following spring caused so much heavy run-off that there 
was extensive cutting into both banks, widening and 
deepening the streambed by many feet. Loss of soil caused 
the trees to topple.  Subsequent rains and the flash flood of 1994 have continued the shaping 
of this area.  Left alone, nature will heal in its own way, waiting new cycles of destruction and 
repair.  Air, soil, water, and sun are the four requirements of most plant life. The trees here still 
receive these four needs, as they have sufficient root structure remaining in the soil to bring 
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them nourishment, and their “feet” still reach the necessary ground water. New vertical 
spouting from the trunks gives evidence of their tenacious hold on life. 
 
In an undisturbed Riparian Plant Community, the stream channel should be moist and shady 
during most of the year.  The plants are different from those on the steep, dry slopes because 
of the moisture.  The large-leafed water pumping phreatophytes (plants whose roots must be 
touching ground water) try to find here the large quantities of water that they require as a 
cooling system during the hot summer months.   
 
Trail to Jones Peak and Orchard Camp 
 
Upon the suggestion of the Sierra Madre Historical Preservation Society, the Sierra Madre 
Mountaineers and Sierra Madre Rangers, two youth organizations dedicated to the 
development of mountaineering and outdoor skills, volunteered in 1968 to build a trail from 
Bailey Canyon through the Angeles National Forest to Jones Peak, an altitude of 3375 feet and 
into the Sierra Madre Historical Wilderness Area.  Under the supervision and advice of the 
United States Forest Service, the trail was begun in January 1969.  It is undocumented exactly 
when the trail was completed to the Mt. Wilson Trail and Orchard Camp, however as of 2001, it 
was reported that the trail was complete.  
 
The trail is reached by following the Canyon View Self-Guided Nature Trail then branching off to 
the right at the point where a marker points to the waterfall trail. 
 
Approximately two and a half miles from the start of the trail to Jones Peak, in the Angeles 
National Forest, the ruins of two small cabins may be found.  Situated on a small promontory 
along upper Bailey Canyon, the lower cabin foundation commands a long, narrow view down 
the canyon to the valley below.  Built in 1910 by three young men attending Throop Polytechnic 
Institute (now Cal Tech) the cabins were used by their families, friends, and themselves until 
1942 during World War II, when the area was closed to further private use.  Standing in good 
condition for a number of years, the cabins were eventually vandalized and almost totally 
destroyed.   
 
The trail continues on past the cabin ruins and connects to the Mt. Wilson Trail shortly north of 
Orchard Camp. 
 
PARK ACTIVITIES 
 
Conducive to youth, senior, and adult activities, there are no formal City recreational programs 
planned at this time.  However, Bailey Canyon Park is frequently used by groups and individuals 
for campfire programs, outdoor group meetings, hiking, group outings, guided nature hikes, 
picnics, and a memorial sitting area (planned).   
 
Bailey Canyon Park has no mowed turf and the debris basis is monitored by the Los Angeles 
County Flood Control District.  The Sierra Madre Environmental Action Council (SMEAC) is a 
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volunteer organization that maintains the park, having work programs twice a year.  Other 
groups volunteer as well. 
 
 
CURRENT CONDITIONS/NEEDS 
 
Overgrown brush next to trail, including patches of poison oak. 
 
There are no trail maps or other trail guides on-site and they are difficult to locate online. 
 
As with all the City’s parks and facilities, on-site monument signage, and in-town directional 
signage are lacking or in disrepair.   
 
 
GOALS AND PRIORITIES 
 
The Committee’s goal for this park is to maintain the area as a wilderness park with minimal 
improvements.  

 Level I Priorities 

Develop signage for hikers to be aware of possible poison oak on trial. 

 Level II Priorities 

Place trail maps online and publicize self-guided trail tour guides. 

Provide permanent containers for dog dropping plastic bags. 

Future donations and funding should go toward the replacement and/or repair of picnic tables, 
barbeques, and general maintenance. 

Encourage continuation of current programming such as guided tours, nature classes, and 
school programs.  Consider expanding recreational programs to Bailey Canyon Park for spring 
and summer use. 

Encourage local service clubs, youth groups, and community volunteers to assist in the 
maintenance of both the wilderness area and the picnic areas.   

Recognize volunteer efforts of volunteer groups such as SMEAC. 

Continue preservation of open space. 

Level III Priorities 

Obtain funding and build small amphitheater around the fire ring. 
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MOUNT WILSON TRAIL (also known as the Old Mount Wilson Trail) - Corner of Mount Wilson 
and East Mira Monte Avenue 
 
 
BACKGROUND2 
 
In 1967 Sierra Madre became the first city in Southern 
California to own a wilderness preserve, located at the 
corner of Mount Wilson and East Mira Monte Avenue.  
This gave the City of Sierra Madre its 1,000 acre Sierra 
Madre Historical Wilderness Area, a park that is to be 
kept, for all time, in its natural state free of 
development.  This move coincided with Forestry 
Service preservation aims.  The area follows the Little 
Santa Anita Canyon north to within a mile of Mount 
Wilson Observatory and includes the historic Mount 
Wilson Trail, the oldest settlers’ trail in the San Gabriel 
Mountains. 
 
Mount Wilson Trail, sometimes referred to as Old Mount Wilson Trail, leads to the top of 
Mount Wilson where the Mount Wilson Interpretive Observatory is located.  The Trail was 
originally an Indian Preservation and in 1864 by Benjamin D. Wilson (aka Don Benito Wilson) to 
obtain timber from the stands of sugar, pine, and incense cedar on the mountainside.  It 
followed, in a rough way, the Little Santa Anita Canyon and is approximately seven and a half 
miles long to the summit.   
 
In 1889, when Harvard College established the first observatory on Mount Wilson, the 3,700 
pound, thirteen foot telescope was broken down into parts small enough to load on pack 
animals and be carried up the trail.  Although the burros of the pack train, the stables, the 
corral, and the barn no longer exist, Mount Wilson Trail continues to be the site of the second 
oldest trail race in California, traditionally held yearly in late May.  Intermediate destinations on 
the Trail are First Water and Orchard Camp. 
 
The Mount Wilson Trail Race is the second oldest trail race in California; first held in 1908 when 
runners raced to the top of Mount Wilson, rested 1/2 hour, then raced back down. Only a 
handful of intrepid runners dared to attempt such a grueling test. The race was held 
sporadically from the first year until the late 1940s and early 1950s, when it was abandoned 
completely. In autumn of 1965 it was revived and has grown over the years to its present 
format. Organized by a volunteer committee and sponsored by the City of Sierra Madre, the 
current race is 8.6 miles in length. The exact course has changed by erosion, fires and 
earthquakes. For this reason no official record is recognized. Since the revival in the 1960s, 
today’s course is considered the most difficult.  
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FACILITIES AND AMENITIES (SEE APPENDIX 3) 
 
There are several undeveloped rest stops along the Trail, most notably at First Water and 
Orchard Camp, 1.3 and 3.5 miles respectively from the Trail head in Sierra Madre.  There are no 
provisions for water along the Trail, so hikers must be sure to bring their own.  Hikers should be 
aware that this is a wilderness area and, as such, contains wildlife (rattlesnakes, bears, 
mountain lions) and vegetation (poison oak), which can be problematic. 
 
PARK ACTIVITIES 
 
The Mount Wilson Trail is open to hikers.  An unofficial estimate is that over 50,000 hikers use 
the Trail annually.  Although the Trail is under the City’s jurisdiction, due to limited resources 
the City does not maintain it.  However, regular weekly maintenance is performed by a team of 
volunteers.  Maintenance expenditures are funded though the Fletcher Fund (funded by private 
contributions), which is designated specifically for Mt. Wilson Trail maintenance and held by 
the Sierra Madre Community Foundation.  The Trail is closed during periods designated as red 
flag conditions (mud & rock slides due to heavy rains; extreme fire danger due to drought & 
wind).  These conditions are called by the City and Los Angeles County and are monitored and 
enforced by in the past by volunteers from the Sierra Madre Fire Safe Council members helping 
with flag alerts.  The Trail is briefly closed during the morning of the Mt. Wilson Trail Race. 
 
CURRENT CONDITIONS/NEEDS 

Neighbors have complained about noise and trash. 

There is no water along the trail for hikers or their pets. 

As with all the City’s parks and facilities, on-site monument signage, and in-town directional 
signage are lacking or in disrepair.   

GOALS AND PRIORITIES 

The Committee’s goal for the Trail is to encourage respectful and safe use of the City’s most 
popular natural resource area, wilderness preserve, and trail.  

 Level I Priorities 

Provide trail etiquette signage suggesting to hikers to respect the residents who live at the foot 
of the Trail. 

Level II Priorities 

Place trail maps online and publicize self-guided trail tour guides. 

Add a recycling bin at the foot of the Trail. 

Add signage to remind users to pick up any trash, and for pet owners to clean up after their pet. 
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Replace worn destination markers along the Trail. 

Encourage local civic clubs to maintain the Trail in such a manner as to ensure safe continuous 
usage by hikers. 

 Level III Priorities 

Provide a drinking fountain for hikers and their pets at the trail head. 

 
 

  



 
 

17 
 

COMMUNITY PARKS 

MEMORIAL PARK - 222 West Sierra Madre Boulevard 

BACKGROUND AND ACTIVITIES 

Located at 222 W. Sierra Madre Blvd., corner of Sierra Madre Blvd. and Hermosa, and west of 
Baldwin, Memorial Park is in the center of the business district and home to numerous 
community events.  The open green space offers a children's playground, covered picnic tables, 
a Memorial Wall, a band shell, the Hart Park House Senior Center, a community garden, and 
tennis courts, and is home to a variety of community activities throughout the year including 
the annual Wistaria Festival, the Sierra Madre Volunteer Firefighters Association’s Annual 
Easter Egg Hunt, Friends of the Library Art Fair, Fourth of July activities, Summer Concerts in the 
Park, and Summer Fun in the Park. There are many species of mature trees which offer several 
shaded picnic areas. 

 

FACILITIES AND AMENITIES (SEE APPENDIX 3) 

Band Shell 
The Band Shell, is the focal point for numerous events and activities in 
Sierra Madre. One celebrated activity is the Concerts in the Park series 
where concerts are presented on Sundays in the summer, each sponsored 
by a local community group and presented at no cost. Seating is on the 
lawn in front of the Memorial Park Band Shell.  
                                                                
Community Garden 
The community garden offers full garden plots and half plots for rent by the community.  Plots 
are maintained by the renters, who grow anything from vegetables to flowers.  There has been 
a waiting list for new renters since the inception of the gardens. 
 
Playground 
In June 2011 Sierra Madre celebrated the ribbon cutting of the new 
playground equipment at Memorial Park. The equipment, which the City 
has designated for children aged 2 to 5, was paid for with $75,000 in 
appropriations from the Community Redevelopment Agency. 
 
Tennis Courts 
Two lighted tennis courts are available for public use. Tennis classes are also offered to the 
community through the Community Services Department.  
 
Memorial Wall, Weeping Wall, and Memorial Dedicated to the Unknown Boy Scout   

The park is home to three memorials:  the Memorial Wall, which honors 
local veterans of foreign wars; the Weeping Wall Memorial, which was 
designed by local artist Lew Watanabe and dedicated in April 1999; and 
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the Memorial Dedicated to the Unknown Boy Scout, In Honor of All Boy Scouts in Sierra Madre 
Past and Present Who Served in World War II. 

Hart Park House Senior Center 
The Senior Center, Hart Park House, was most recently renovated 
in 2011 and is the home for numerous senior activities. The 
renovation was paid for by Senior Commission funds, Community 
Redevelopment funds, and General Funds.  The Center offers 
senior lunch at a reduced price, recreational activities, health 
screenings, and computer education.  In addition, the facility is 
available for rent for meetings and activities. 
 
Picnic Pavilion 
This main picnic area is covered and provides shade for guests with a total of twelve picnic 
tables. The area is available for rent through the City for events. 
 
 
CURRENT CONDITIONS/NEEDS 
 
Drainage of the lawn in front of the Band Shell and east of the Hart Park House needs to be 
improved. 
 
Picnic tables are old and falling apart. 
 
Tennis courts need resurfacing.   Fence around courts needs stabilizing. 
 
There is no lighting from the Senior Center to Mariposa Street on the south side of the Park. 
 
There is no safety lighting in the playground area. 
 
Woodchips in the playground area need replenishing. 
 
Public restrooms are often disreputable. 
 
Residents sometimes complain about the amplified sound from the Band Shell.  
 
There is a lack of bench and table seating in the park. 
 
Some residents in their survey responses (see Appendices 1 and 2), have requested there be an 
adult activity area somewhere in the City parks, possibly here. 
 
As with all the City’s parks and facilities, on-site monument signage, and in-town directional 
signage are lacking or in disrepair.   
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GOALS AND PRIORITIES 
 
As the community park that is home to numerous activities and events as well as the center of 
the business district, this park needs to be a showpiece for the City.  The Committee’s goals for 
this park are to maintain a thriving community park that serves the needs of multi-generations, 
and to maintain the park facilities and grounds to encourage use and increase enjoyment of this 
downtown park.   

 Level I Priorities 

Stabilize the fencing poles for the tennis courts.   An estimate of $7,845 to repair the fencing 
has been obtained by staff.  An estimate of $2,186 has been obtained by staff to fix the wind 
screen wall (see Appendix 8). 

Remove concrete underneath and in front of the band shell (originally from a pond).  Replace 
with dirt and reseed grass to fill in area.  Possibly need another drain to help with water runoff.  

Woodchips under the playground equipment need regular replenishing. 

 Level II Priorities 

Install a two foot brick retaining wall at the bottom of the sloping shaded dirt area that goes 
from the staircase on the east side of the Hart Park Senior Center, along the north side of the 
sidewalk toward Hermosa, and all the way to the point where the sidewalk turns north by the 
Memorial Wall.  

Add drainage to the area in front of the Band Shell and along the sloping shaded dirt area to 
Hermosa. 

Replant the area in front of the Band Shell and in the sloping shaded dirt area in order to 
prevent further erosion, enhance moisture retention, and provide additional usable space that 
has aesthetic appeal. 

Tennis court nets should be replaced.  Staff has obtained an estimate of $250 for each net (see 
Appendix 8). 

Tennis courts need to be resurfaced.  Staff has obtained an estimate of $6,700 to resurface the 
courts (see Appendix 8).  

Provide safety lighting on the path from Hart Park House down to Mariposa. 

Provide safety lights for playground area. 

Review amplified sound policy at the band shell. 

Replace or remove the display box on the Pavilion. 

Remove existing outdated signage on the Pavilion. 
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 Level III Priorities 

Replace wooden picnic tables under the Pavilion and elsewhere in the Park. 

Add additional benches throughout the Park. 

 

SIERRA VISTA PARK  - 611 East Sierra Madre Boulevard  

BACKGROUND 

Sierra Vista Park is the largest and most heavily used park in Sierra Madre.  The five acre park 
can be broken down into three segments:  the Community Recreation Center, the Aquatic 
Center, and the Recreation areas.  Sierra Vista Park is bounded on the east by the Sierra Madre 
Community Nursery School which borders the City of Arcadia, to the south by Sierra Madre 
Boulevard, to the west by the Pioneer Cemetery, and to the north by the City Yards and settling 
ponds.  These barriers constrain future growth of the park. 

FACILITIES AND AMENITIES (SEE APPENDIX 3) 

Community Recreation Center 

Located at 611 East Sierra Madre Boulevard, the 
Community Recreation Center hosts the headquarters 
of the Community Services Department, which 
oversees the operations of all the City’s parks and 
facilities.  Also at this location is the Youth Activity 
Center (YAC), and the newly remodeled (2011) Fireside 
Lounge where the Pasadena YMCA offers an on-site 
after-school program. During the weekdays, a Teen 
Leadership Club is offered at the YAC.   Rooms 
available for rent are the Sierra Madre Room (includes 
a nice patio area) and the YAC.    

Sierra Madre Aquatic Center 

The Sierra Madre Aquatic Center consists of two pools:  a large swimming pool, and a smaller 
wading pool.  There is a reception area, and a dressing room for each gender, containing 
showers, toilets, and lockers.  Pool equipment is housed in an area to the north of the large 
pool.   

Prior to June 9, 2012, the City offered a full-service 
summer program as well as a limited off-season 
program at the Aquatic Center.  The off-season lap 
swim program was condensed and varied by season.  
Water aerobics have also been offered in the fall and 
spring. Summer aquatic programs included: swim 
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lessons, public swim, water aerobics, lap swimming and a swim team.  Swim lessons start with 
children as young as six-months old.  The swim lesson program was always in high demand and 
classes often filled early. The Sierra Madre Dolphins were a youth swim team, competing in the 
spring, summer, and fall seasons.  The team program helped youth build swim endurance and 
learn new strokes while competing against other Teams. 

The City announced a new partnership with Waterworks Aquatics operating the Sierra Madre 
Aquatic Center beginning June 9, 2012. Waterworks Aquatics has a comprehensive, year-round 
aquatics program that greatly expands services for the community. Aquatic programming 
includes private, semi-private and group swim lessons, recreation swim, lap swim, water 
aerobics, water therapy, swim camps, swim team, and rental opportunities.  
 
Recreation Areas and Playgrounds 

The Park has two open grassy areas located on the 
east and west sides of the Park.  The open grassy area 
to the east is often used for events, such as carnivals, 
large group picnics, and other functions.  In this area 
is a covered pavilion that can be reserved for parties 
and picnics, with picnic tables and a concrete slab.  
There is a barbeque grill (which is locked) and used by 
the youth sports organizations near Heasley Field.  
There is a sandbox and play area located on the east 
side of the park, with a play structure that is 
appropriate for children ages 2-12.  To the west side 

of the park, in addition to shady, open space, are two tennis courts, a half basketball court, and 
a beach volleyball court.   

 

Hal Dapper, Heasley, and T-Ball Fields 

Sierra Vista Park has two baseball fields, Hal Dapper 
and Heasley Fields.  In addition, there is one T-Ball 
field located behind Heasley Field.  Hal Dapper Field is 
the larger of the two Sierra Madre baseball fields and 
hosts Sierra Madre Pony Baseball (SMPB).  SMPB 
serves over 200 youth aged 13-14 and is sanctioned 
by Pony Baseball.  There are no residency 
requirements for SMPB.  SMPB acts to fill the gap 
where Little League ends at age 12, and where high 
school begins at age 14-15.  The field is located in the 
northwest corner of the park, and is hidden from view 

from any thoroughfare.  Dapper Field has a diner that is open when the games are played. In 
2009-2010 new bleachers were installed and a general renovation were conducted in 
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partnership between the City and SMPB.  The field is utilized in the spring for regular season 
baseball, and the fall for Fall Ball when they have a smaller number of participants. 

Heasley Field is the home field for the Sierra Madre Girls Softball Association (SMGSA) and 
Sierra Madre Little League (SMLL).  Both organizations work in partnership with the City to 
maintain and improve the fields.  There is a diner, batting cages, and bullpens that are owned 
by the City and shared operations by both organizations.  The SMGSA has over 300 girls from 5 
to 16 years old participating in the program.  The SMGSA is a member of the Amateur Softball 
Association (ASA) and competes with other ASA sanctioned leagues throughout the area.  The 
SMGSA does not have residency requirements and has girls from Alhambra, Altadena, Arcadia, 
Bradbury, Duarte, Monrovia, Pasadena, San Gabriel, San Marino, and South Pasadena.   There is 
both a spring and fall season, with fall having a much smaller level of participation.  The SMGSA 
has been very successful, and it’s All Star teams regularly compete on a National level. 

SMLL is the only youth sports organization made up strictly of Sierra Madre residents.  There 
are between 200-300 children between the ages of 4 and 12 that participate in SMLL, which is 
sanctioned by Little League International.  The SMLL runs both a spring and fall season, with fall 
having a much smaller level of participation.   

On January 1, 2011, the City re-negotiated a memorandum of understanding with SMPB, 
SMGSA, SMLL, and the American Youth Soccer Organization (AYSO).  This Field Use Agreement 
sets forth the conditions and schedules for the use and access of all public fields in Sierra 
Madre.  This includes the fields in Sierra Vista Park, as well as fields that are owned by the 
Pasadena Unified School District.  The Field Use Agreement is currently in effective for a period 
of five years until December 31, 2016. 

During the summer, Heasley Field is used by the City for an adult softball league.  The adult 
softball league is very popular, and has games on Sundays and Wednesday evenings.  The 
season lasts approximately two months and runs both a competitive and a recreational league 
so people of all skill levels can participate. 

Sierra Madre Rose Float Association 

The Sierra Madre Rose Float Association (SMRFA) 
designs, builds, and funds an annual float to 
participate in the Rose Parade.  The SMRFA does not 
receive any funding from the City, and raises money 
through donations and fundraisers.  Sierra Vista Park 
hosts the SMRFA’s Barn that is used to build and 
house the float.  The Barn is owned by the City; 
however it is leased for $1.00 a year to the SMRFA for 
the use of the land due to the services and civic pride 
created by the float. 
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Dog Parks 

Sierra Vista Park is the home of the only dog parks in Sierra Madre.  There are two fenced off 
areas, with one specifically for small or special needs dogs, and the other for larger dogs. 
Originally a user’s fee was charged in cooperation with Friends of the Dog Park with the 
understanding that the group would regularly maintain the parks.  Today, there is no longer a 
user’s fee, and the dog parks are maintained through the City’s contract for landscape 
maintenance.   

City Maintenance Yard/Spreading Basin Areas 

The City Maintenance Yard and Spreading Basin Areas are located 
near Sierra Vista Park.  The annual weekend long Huck Finn 
Fishing Derby and Campout is held at the Sierra Madre Settling 
Ponds next to Dapper Field and behind the Public Works Yard. The 
event is sponsored by the City of Sierra Madre Community 
Services Department, Sierra Madre Civic Club and the Sierra 
Madre Kiwanis Club.   

Community pressure to expand available recreational space is often seen in requests to re-
allocate Maintenance Facility or Spreading Basin areas to recreational use or to allow public 
access to the Spreading Basins under multiple use (water-recreation) arrangements. The 
aforementioned permanent reallocation of City facilities to recreational use or multiple use 
proposals are limited by a number of factors: 

a. Use of areas on the peripheries of the spreading basin area for recreational purposes may 
result in significant impacts on adjoining residential properties and reduce the ability of the 
Public Works Department to keep the park and maintenance facility from flooding in the event 
of over-spreading. 

b. Use of portions of the spreading basin area for multipurpose sports fields or recreational 
purposes would reduce the City’s ability to spread water to recharge the East Raymond 
Groundwater Basin (as stated by the GEO-Science report dated October 11, 2000) and 
ultimately reduce the City’s ability to provide water to its customers. Reduction of the City’s 
ability to spread water by eliminating spreading basin area is not acceptable.   The Committee 
supports the recommendations of the GEO-science report and the policy statement on 
reduction of spreading area by the Raymond Basin Management Board. Multiple use of 
spreading basins as ball fields would require significant re-grading, and would likely result in 
inferior playing surface due to periodic inundation and regular re-grading for basin 
maintenance.   The City’s water operations, including spreading, are monitored closely by Public 
Health and Water Agencies.  Any proposal for joint use of the facilities is automatically 
reviewed by those Agencies.  Proposals involving daily human and animal contact with the 
spreading basins are not generally acceptable to those agencies. 

c. Use of portions of the maintenance facilities for recreational purposes may entail costly 
relocation of structural facilities, such as buildings, wells, or the fueling station.  Reallocation of 
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Maintenance Yard facilities for recreational use is not feasible due to the potential cost of 
relocation of existing facilities. 

d. Use of portions of the maintenance facilities for recreational purposes would reduce an 
already crowded work area, resulting in a decrease in work area safety and efficiency.  Public 
access to the spreading basins would create a conflict between Public Works operations in the 
area and the general public.  Basin maintenance, refuse hauling, and capital project staging 
operations would all be significantly impacted by allowing public access to the area.  
Reallocation of Maintenance Yard facilities is not feasible due to the resulting negative impact 
on maintenance operations that a reduction in space would have significant liability issues 
surround the public use of the spreading basin area, particularly at those times when there is 
water in the basins.  The risk of personal injury in this unimproved area, around open bodies of 
water is considered too great to allow daily public access to the area. 

e. Use of portions of the maintenance facilities for recreational purposes will reduce the 
amount of space available for Fire Department training activities which take place on a regular 
basis at the maintenance facility.  Reallocation of Maintenance Yard facilities is not feasible due 
to the resulting negative impact on Fire Department training operations that a reduction in 
space would have. 

CURRENT CONDITIONS/NEEDS 
 
The infrastructure of the pool pump facility housing is in disrepair. 
 
The beach volleyball court is not well utilized and needs a new net. 
 
There is no seating around the basketball/volleyball courts. 
 
Tennis courts need resurfacing.   Fence around courts needs stabilizing. 
 
The picnic tables and structures are in need of painting. 
 
The west side of the park is under-utilized. 
 
Dog owners allow their dogs to run off-leash on Heasley and Dapper Fields, and fail to clean up 
after their dogs. 
 
The restrooms in northwest corner of the park (near Rose Float Barn and Dapper Field) are in 
disrepair. 
 
The air conditioning system in the Sierra Madre Room is exceptionally noisy and disruptive. 
 
As with all the City’s parks and facilities, on-site monument signage, and in-town directional 
signage are lacking or in disrepair.   
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GOALS AND PRIORITIES 
 
The Committee’s goals for this park are to optimize safe and effective recreational activities, 
repair aging infrastructure, and increase utilization of low-use areas.   Priorities will be 
discussed separately for each of the Park’s areas.  

 Level I Priorities 

Sierra Madre Aquatic Center:  

The pool equipment and facility housing the pool equipment is in need of repair and 
maintenance.  The City of Sierra Madre submitted an RFP for the Municipal Pool Equipment 
Building Rehabilitation in May 2011 (see Appendix 13).  The estimated cost was $650,000.  The 
proposal was to address all components necessary for the rehabilitation of the Pool House 
Building and complete circulation, filtration, heating, and sanitation systems for both the Main 
Pool and Wading Pool.  The following were the primary maintenance problems with the facility 
that were included in that RFP: leaking seals on the main pool circulation pump wetting the 
building wall and causing water damage; leaves and debris blowing into the building and 
accumulating around and under equipment; external corrosion of piping and electrical conduit; 
frequent failure of main pool circulation pump; and Inadequate access space around 
equipment. 
 
Since that time, Waterworks Aquatics has taken on the pool pump project with KSI Knorr 
Systems, Inc. to fix the filtration systems, filter controllers, auto fill system, heater parts, and 
chemical control system with a remote communication module to help with the chemical feeds.  
The computer sensors that have been implemented help with calculations of chlorine levels, 
which will be a huge help to no longer having issues with the chemistry makeup of the pool 
between the chlorine and acid distributions. 

 

     

 

Recreation Areas and Playgrounds (see Appendices 6 & 8): 

Stabilize the fencing poles for the tennis courts.  
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Woodchips under the playground equipment need regular replenishing. 

Consider utilizing a different type of support system that creates more distance between the 
support pole and the end of the basketball court. The support pole for the basketball rim 
should be padded. 

 
Hal Dapper, Heasley and T-Ball Fields: 

Partner with City Police Department to increase awareness and compliance with laws 
concerning off-leash dogs. 

Heasley Field (see Appendix 10): 

Field lights project – need an electronic on/off system to conserve energy and costs and/or to 
pass on some of the costs to the users. 

Dog Parks: 

Remove the ivy around the dog park fencing to improve visibility and safety.  However, leave 
the ivy on the west side fence of the big dog park facing the tennis courts. 

Eliminate the user fees for the dog parks. 

Create an hourly facility rental fee for reservation of the dog parks that is part of the City’s fee 
schedule. 

Community Center: 

Add “Do Not Enter” signs to parking lot to help with the correct flow of traffic in the one-way 
parking lot in front of the Community Center.  

Level II Priorities 

Recreation Areas and Playgrounds (see Appendices 6 & 8): 

Tennis court nets should be replaced.  Staff has obtained an estimate of $250 for each net. 

Tennis courts need to be resurfaced.  Staff has obtained an estimate of $6,700 to resurface the 
courts. 

Update the rules signs for the tennis courts. 

Replace wooden picnic tables under the pavilion and elsewhere in the Park. 

Maintain picnic pavilion. 

Add additional benches in the basketball court area.  Consider donation benches (see Appendix 
11). 
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Dog Parks (see Appendix 6): 

Add additional seating for owners. 

Add identifying signage (Title and Rules) so that the public is aware of their existence and 
purpose as well as the rules of use for each of the two parks. 

Community Center (see Appendix 9): 

Improve the acoustics in the Sierra Madre Room and reduce noise created by the air 
conditioner. 

 Level III Priorities 

Recreation Areas and Playgrounds (see Appendices 6 & 8): 

Consider alternate use of beach volleyball area. 

Add additional picnic tables, benches, and pavilion to under-utilized west side of Park. 

Hal Dapper Field  

Remodel the restrooms located in the northwest area of the Park (near Rose Float Barn and 
Dapper Field). 

Dog Parks (see Appendix 6): 

Provide some decomposed granite pathways. 

 
 

  



 
 

28 
 

NEIGHBORHOOD PARKS 

MOUNT WILSON TRAIL PARK - 189 East Mira Monte Avenue 
 

BACKGROUND 
 
The Mount Wilson Trail Park, locally known as 
Turtle Park, is in an area that originally was home 
to a burro corral, stables, and a barn.  In 1908, 
N.C. Carter, the City’s founder, sold this property 
to two gentlemen, Messer’s Rich and Beard, who 
erected the stables that stood where the park is 
now.  In the early years, the burros packed 
supplies to Mount Wilson Observatory, Mount 
Wilson Hotel, and Strain’s Camp.  These activities 
were, however, discontinued when the City of 
Sierra Madre passed an ordinance forbidding 
burros and corrals in the city limits.  In 1961 the land and the little canyon were condemned by 
the City to extend the Mira Monte reservoir site.  Around 1971 additional land (the southwest 
portion of the property) was acquired by the City of Sierra Madre through the aid and award of 
an acquisition grant by the State of California Department of Parks and Recreation.  At that 
time, the site was designated to be known as Mount Wilson Trail Park. 
 
Within Mount Wilson Trail Park are a small playground/grass area, and two properties that are 
designated as museums, owned by the City of Sierra Madre and leased to the Sierra Madre 
Historical Preservation Society (SMHPS).  These two museums are Lizzie’s Trail Inn and the 
Richardson House.  The Mount Wilson Trail also originates in this park. 
 
FACILITIES AND AMENITIES (SEE APPENDIX 3) 
 
The open land portion of the Mount Wilson Trail Park 
contains playground equipment, picnic tables, open grass 
areas, and the City’s beloved turtle monument.  As a point of 
historical reference, the turtle is located where the stables 
originally stood, and the reservoir is on the site of the 
original corral, with a barn to the south of the corral.  These 
structures were torn down in 1961. 
 
PARK ACTIVITIES 

The open areas of the park are used for recreational activities such as picnicking.    Occasionally, 
organizations will utilize this area for picnics or outside meetings/gatherings.  The playground 
equipment is in constant use by children and their parents.  There is lighting in the open space 
of the park during the evening.  The open area of the park is maintained by the City.  Adjacent 
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to the open space are two City museums, Richardson House and Lizzie’s Trail Inn, which are 
maintained and operated by the Sierra Madre Historical Preservation Society under a joint 
agreement with the City (see Special Use Areas page 34).  

CURRENT CONDITIONS/NEEDS 
 
Although there are three poles for lighting the park, only two of the poles have lights. 
 
There is no easily found information about the history of the turtle. 
 
As with all the City’s parks and facilities, on-site monument signage, and in-town directional 
signage are lacking or in disrepair.   
 
Interest has been expressed to the City to paint a silhouette of a Pack Train on the reservoir 
tank, to reflect the history of the area. 
 
 
 
GOALS AND PRIORITIES 
 
The Committee’s goal for the playground area of this park is to maintain the open space as a 
recreational facility for citizens, their families, and guests.   

 Level I Priorities 

Woodchips under the playground equipment need regular replenishing. 

Ascertain whether there is termite or other damage to the existing monument sign. 

 Level II Priorities 

Maintain the park and playground equipment on a regular basis. 

Research, write up, and make available the history of the turtle. 

Preserve the turtle for posterity. 

Add the third light to the existing pole. 

 Level III Priorities 

Revisit the issue of painting a silhouette of a Pack Train on the reservoir tank in 2015, to reflect 
the history of the area. 
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MINI-PARKS 

KERSTING COURT – the corner of Baldwin Avenue and Sierra Madre Boulevard  

BACKGROUND 

Shaded by a couple of well-established California 
pepper trees, Kersting Court, one of the City’s two 
mini-parks, is tucked into the generally commercial 
area at the corner of Baldwin Avenue and Sierra 
Madre Boulevard.   The largest of the pepper trees 
located on the NE corner of the park and estimated 
to be over 100 years old was destroyed by termites 
and a windstorm in December 2011. 

The centerpiece of Kersting Court is the bell tower, 
dedicated on October 27, 1974.  The bell tower 
houses the school bell from the 1885 schoolhouse 
that once sat on the site.   

 

FACILITIES AND AMENITIES (SEE APPENDIX 3) 

In addition to being a bustling commercial area, Kersting Court is the venue for numerous 
community, family, and youth events, as well as seasonal displays.  Facilities include several 
park benches; two picnic tables; a community information kiosk; a Chamber of Commerce 
flowerbed; a brick patio; open lawn space; bike racks; two drinking fountains (one for dogs and 
one for their owners); and a community flag pole.  Also in close proximity, informational 
banners span Baldwin Avenue, advertising upcoming community events; and handicapped and 
other parking is available.  The banners and the information kiosk on Kersting Court are popular 
ways for residents and visitors to receive information regarding City programs and events.     

PARK ACTIVITIES 

Winter Events:  In November, Kersting Court is the site of the yearly Chamber of Commerce 
Sierra Madre Dickens Village event.  In the past, this event has included horse and buggy rides, 
sledding, caroling, tree lighting, a visit from Santa Claus, and, of course, lots of good shopping, 
and food. In celebration of the winter holiday season, the Chamber of Commerce, community 
churches, and the City provide a variety of activities in Kersting Court.  A holiday display, 
consisting of a nativity scene, snowman, menorah, lighted tree, and other seasonal items, is 
showcased in Kersting Court.  The festivities usually begin in early December with a visit from 
Santa Claus.  Santa has also been known to visit Kersting Court on Christmas Eve, distributing 
stockings to all the children (an event sponsored by the Sierra Madre Fire Department).  The 
weekend before Christmas, Kersting Court is also the site of a candlelight walk with caroling.   
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Spring Events:  During the spring, the Wistaria Festival Committee, in cooperation with the 
Chamber of Commerce, the City, and other volunteers, hosts a celebration in honor of the 
Wistaria Vine.  In 1994, the celebration marked the Centennial birthday of the “Lavender Lady.”  
Sierra Madre’s Wistaria Vine is listed in the Guinness Book of World Records as the largest 
blooming plant.  Around Kersting Court (and in Memorial Park) the Wistaria Festival typically 
features such events as an Art & Garden Fair, a student art sale at the nearby Creative Arts 
Group, and live music.  On Friday evenings, beginning usually in May, family movies, displayed 
on a large, outdoor screen, are shown in Kersting Court.  Families are encouraged to bring 
chairs and blankets.  Food is available from local restaurants and merchants.   
 
Summer Events:  First held in 1908, the Mount Wilson Trail Race is the second oldest trail race 
in the country.  At that time, runners raced to Mount Wilson, rested 1/2 hour, then raced back 
down.  The race was held sporadically from that first year until the late 1940s and early 1950s, 
when it was abandoned completely.  In autumn of 1965 it was revived and has grown over the 
years to its present format.  Sierra Madre sponsors the May event, offset through revenue 
collected for race registration.  Organized by the volunteer Trail Race Committee, the current 
race is 8.6 miles in length and open to all participants in all age categories.  On the day of the 
yearly race, Kersting Court is the site of various booths and activities.  Past activities have 
included the Kids’ Art show, beer garden; live video feed, food truck(s), and the Kidz’ Fun Run.  
On the evening prior to the race, Kersting Court is the site of the Pre-race Pasta Load dinner.   
 
The 4th of July Firecracker Fun Run, which begins in Kersting Court, was held for the first time in 
2011.  The 5K event is open to runners of all ages and runs a loop along the Fourth of July 
Parade route.  

Fall Events:  In fall, Kersting Court plays host to the annual Wine Jazz Walk, benefiting the City 
of Hope.  The event includes a VIP Wine Garden, world-class jazz bands, silent auction, antique 
cars, and a stroll through historic downtown Sierra Madre, sampling fine wines and local 
cuisine.  During the Halloween season, community fun kicks off with the Downtown Window 
Painting contest, typically held the weekend before Halloween.  Youths compete in teams of up 
to four contestants, decorating the windows of downtown Sierra Madre businesses with their 
most creative Halloween designs.  Painting takes place over Friday and Saturday with awards 
presented in Kersting Court on Saturday afternoon.  On Halloween, youth enjoy trick-or-
treating in downtown Sierra Madre as business owners open their doors.  Kersting Court marks 
the start of the Halloween parade along Sierra Madre Boulevard.  The parade is led by the 
Sierra Madre Fire Department to the Memorial Park Band Shell, where a costume contest is 
held, with prizes awarded to the top three costumes in each of the age categories.   
 
CURRENT CONDITIONS/NEEDS 
 
One of the pepper trees had to be removed because of termite damage.  A non-damaged 
portion of the tree trunk was placed in the same location as a memorial to the original tree. 
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There is termite and/or other wood damage to the kiosk, the bell tower, and possibly the 
remaining pepper trees. 
 
Information in the information kiosk is often outdated. 
The information board in the kiosk is falling apart. 
 
Residents are unaware of the purpose or history of the bell tower. 
 
Bricks are settling near the bell tower.  
 
There is no obvious provision for recycling. 
 
There are not enough bike racks. 
 
More picnic tables or bench seating would encourage increased usage. 
 
As with all the City’s parks and facilities, on-site monument signage, and in-town directional 
signage are lacking or in disrepair.   
 
GOALS AND PRIORITIES 
 
As the “gateway” to Sierra Madre and the center of the business district, this mini-park 
welcomes guests to the City, generates a gathering place in the downtown shopping district, 
and contains items of historical significance.  The goals of the Committee are to highlight the 
City’s small-town character, increase utilization, and provide timely and relevant information to 
visitors and guests (see Appendix 6).   

 Level I Priorities 

Termites have been a major problem in Kersting Court and in 2012 one of the pepper trees had 
to be removed because of damage.  It appears that the bell tower and the kiosk may also have 
some damage from termites or wood rot or both.  A termite and/or engineering or other safety 
inspection should be conducted on both the kiosk and the bell tower in order to be certain that 
they are both structurally sound.   

Replace damaged wood at bell tower and kiosk. 

Fix the settling bricks next to the bell tower (consider replacing bricks with pavers like those 
used at the library). 

Keep the information in the kiosk current and attractively presented.  Determine the 
responsible parties for maintaining the information. 

 Level II Priorities 

Place a monument sign (i.e., Welcome to Sierra Madre), similar to the one on Sierra Madre 
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Boulevard at Michillinda, or the one at Bailey Canyon, on the southeast corner of Kersting 
Court.  The City could sponsor a competition for the sign, or solicit donations from businesses 
and/or community organizations and could include “sponsors” on the sign (see Appendix 5).   

After the stump is removed (see Level I above), grade the area where the pepper tree stump 
currently sits.  Add new landscaping, and picnic tables and/or benches, with some shade trees 
or other covering in that area (see Appendix 6).   

Replace the kiosk with a more durable material such as stone.  Keep the stained glass inlays as 
part of the kiosk.   

Replace the information board in the kiosk as the current one is falling apart.  A digital display, 
containing a downtown business directory and other points of interest is desired.   

Add more bike racks. 

 Level III Priorities 

Create signage detailing the history of the bell tower.  The City could obtain funding for this 
from private sources, such as a fund-raising activity by children. 

Install a second flag pole in Kersting Court specifically for the City’s flag.    
 

MILTON AND HARRIET GOLDBERG RECREATION AREA - 171 South Sunnyside Avenue 
 
BACKGROUND 

In December 2006, the Sierra Madre City 

Council approved the purchase of an 

undeveloped vacant lot at 171 South 

Sunnyside for a community passive park. The 

property is approximately 9,479 square feet. 

It is bordered by a home on Ramona to the 

west, Ramona Avenue to the north, 

Sunnyside to the east and another vacant 

parcel to the south. The lot had long been 

identified as a potential passive public park as 

far back as the 1973 General Plan. For many 

years, in fact decades, the property owners, Milton and Harriet Goldberg (Mr. Goldberg was a 

former Parks and Recreation Commissioner and youth advocate), allowed neighborhood 

children to play in the lot.  The City agreed as terms of the sale to name the park after the 

owners. 
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On March 26, 2008, the City dedicated the Milton and Harriet Goldberg Recreation Area 
(Goldberg Park), the City’s first new park in over thirty years.  At .2167 acres, Goldberg Park is 
one of the City’s two mini-parks.   
 
The Goldberg Park facilities, featuring native California plants, also prominently feature a very 
unique stone chair, and a stone “settee” inscribed on the back with the words ”Children need 
space, time and love.  Milton Goldberg.”  Numerous wood stumps around the site provide 
additional seating.  There also is a sand play area, a dry stream bed, a desert willow hut 
structure, and several walking paths.  Ample parking is available on the streets surrounding the 
mini-park.  Available on the City’s website is a twenty-one page Plant Guide to the physical 
features of Goldberg Park, including pictures and descriptions of the numerous native plant 
species found there.3  The Plant Guide greatly enhances the Goldberg Park user’s exploration 
and appreciation of the site.  
 
FACILITIES AND AMENITIES (SEE APPENDIX 3) 
 
Living Tree Shelter 
 
The north side of Goldberg Park is a sunny area with soft textured grasses and plants that move 
in the wind.  Desert willows are grown in a circle and trained to form a living replica of a 
Gabrielino/Tongva Indian hut.  Recycled wood stump seating serves as the hut’s “furniture,” 
with wood stump and shredded bark paving. 
 
Oak Woodland 
 
The south side of Goldberg Park is shaded by native oaks with a leathery leaf understory of 
native plants to create oak woodland.  There are areas of sand, stone paving, stone seating, and 
stone basins to catch rain water for attracting wildlife.  California oak woodland is a type of 
plant community found throughout the California chaparral and woodland ecological regions of 
California and northwestern Baja California.  California Oak trees pull water from deeper soils 
and share it with the companion plants growing under the oak tree canopy.   
 
Sensory Trails 
 
Three paths connect the Oak Woodland to the Living Tree Shelter.  One is planted with fragrant 
native plants, one with a variety of year-long flowering plants, and the last with wildflowers.  
The colorful and fragrant plants attract and provide food for birds and butterflies, and many 
were used for a variety of medicinal and other purposes by the indigenous people of the region.  
A list of other uses for the various plants is provided in the guide referenced in the bibliography.  
 
CURRENT CONDITIONS/NEEDS 
 
This park is seriously underutilized.  Indeed, many residents are unaware of its existence.  
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There is no on-site information regarding the natural features of the park.  Information is 
difficult to locate online and would enhance the enjoyment of the park. 
 
The only seating consists of hard stone benches or small stumps. 
 
There is no shady seating area. 
 
There is no drinking fountain for people or pets. 
 
The sand pit area is often used by cats or other animals.   
 
The flagstone walkway is uneven and edge stones are coming loose. 
 
As with all the City’s parks and facilities, on-site monument signage, and in-town directional 
signage are lacking or in disrepair.   
 
GOALS AND PRIORITIES 

As one of the City’s two mini-parks, Goldberg Park is seriously underutilized.  According to the 
survey conducted by the Committee, there were many who were unaware of its existence, and 
those who were aware of Goldberg Park were not aware that it featured native California 
plants and other items of historical significance to the region (such as the Gabrieleno hut) (see 
Appendix 2). 

The Committee’s goals for Goldberg Park are to increase utilization and enjoyment.  The 
Committee believes that these goals could be realized by building on the underlying native 
plant theme, providing visitors with more information about the area, and by increasing 
interactivity for both children and adults (see Appendices 6 & 7). 

 Level I Priorities 

Ensure flagstone walkway is stable as the border stones appear to be uneven and/or loose. 

Trim back overgrown areas on a regular basis. 

 Level II Priorities 

Make sure that the plant guide for Goldberg Park is easily accessible on the City’s website. 

Maintain the donors sign. 

 Level III Priorities 

Add tables, benches, play equipment for children, and shade in the sand pit area and/or in the 
areas to the southwest of the sand pit. 

Add adult exercise stations (see Appendix 7).  This will help fulfill the request of many residents 
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for adult areas in one or more of the City’s parks. 

Add drinking fountain for pets and their owners (see Appendix 6). 

Signage for the native plants, trails, and hut should be developed to increase user appreciation 
of Goldberg Park, similar to that for Bailey Canyon.  
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SPECIAL USE AREAS 
 
MUSEUMS:  RICHARDSON HOUSE AND LIZZIE’S TRAIL INN - 167 East Mira Monte Avenue  
 
BACKGROUND 

John Richardson came to this area in the early 1860s and obtained a patent to 150 acres of 
federal land.  He developed a ranch circa 1864, and built two small dwellings, one of which has 
been preserved. The Richardson House, located at 167 East Mira Monte Avenue, and adjacent 
land was eventually acquired by N.C. Carter, was subsequently purchased by the Caley family, 
and is currently owned by the City of Sierra Madre.   The house has since been restored and 
maintained by Sierra Madre Historical Preservation Society (SMHPS) volunteers.  It is furnished 
with vintage furniture and accessories.  This small structure provides an intimate setting for the 
display of historical documents, paintings, photographs, and artifacts from Sierra Madre's early 
days.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Beginning about 1890, a lunch stand stood at the foot of the Mount Wilson Trail serving hikers 
and packers on the way up or down the popular trail.   In 1913 the ever-evolving structure was 
moved to, or rebuilt on the east side of the trail where it continued under the management of 
various early day entrepreneurs.  Operated by Lizzie McElwain from 1925 to 1935, "Lizzie's Trail 
Inn" became famous throughout the region for its unchanging menu of fried chicken and ravioli 
(and "distilled spirits" during prohibition).  The Lizzie's tradition was continued by Thelma and 
Robert Orme until the business closed in 1948.  The aging structure was restored by SMHPS 
volunteers as a bicentennial project in 1976.  Twenty years and four earthquakes later, Lizzie's 
Trail Inn was near collapse.  SMHPS volunteers continue to restore this venerable structure to 
insure its preservation and use as a museum for public enjoyment.  

Both Lizzie's Trail Inn and the Richardson House are open on Saturdays from 10:00 a.m. to Noon 
for tours.   
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FACILITIES AND AMENITIES (SEE APPENDIX 3) 

There are two Sierra Madre historical museums.   

PARK ACTIVITIES  

Richardson House and Lizzie’s Trail Inn are maintained and operated by the SMHPS under a 
property lease agreement with the City.  These museums are open to the general public free of 
charge on a limited basis each week and are manned by volunteers from the SMHPS.  Civic 
groups occasionally schedule special tours of these buildings while regular yearly tours are 
conducted for school groups as part of their local history curriculum.  Additionally, these 
facilities are available for small special functions (such as birthday parties) upon approval of 
such usage by the SMHPS Board of Directors.  The SMHPS pays to have a gardener maintain the 
grounds surrounding the Museums. 

CURRENT CONDITIONS/NEEDS 
 
The buildings are in need of repair and or restoration. 
 
Residents are unaware of the existence and/or history of these museums. 
 
As with all the City’s parks and facilities, on-site monument signage, and in-town directional 
signage are lacking or in disrepair.   
 
GOALS AND PRIORITIES 
 
The Committee’s goals for the historical museums that are part of this park are to preserve and 
highlight them as historical treasures of Sierra Madre, and utilize them for the benefit of 
educating citizens, their families, and guests.   

 Level I Priorities 

Repair or restore portions of the building that are in severe disrepair 

Coordinate with SMHPS to maintain the buildings. 

 Level II Priorities 

Encourage more specialized usage of the museums for functions; perhaps creating revenue- 
generating functions. 

Create self-sustainability through utilization fees. 

 Level III Priorities 

Repair or restore the buildings completely. 
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SCHOOLS 

PASADENA UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT (PUSD) 

PUSD has one school with two campuses located in Sierra Madre: Sierra Madre Elementary 
School’s Upper and Lower campuses.  California Education Code Section 10900 allows the use 
of school fields for recreation purposes.  This has led to an agreement between the City and 
PUSD that allows the City to have access to the fields at the Sierra Madre Upper and Lower 
campuses.  These fields are maintained by the PUSD.  However, the youth sports user groups all 
agreed to maintain and improve the fields in cooperation with PUSD and the City. 

Sierra Madre School Lower Campus 

The Sierra Madre Elementary Lower Campus at 
141 West Highland Avenue has a 
baseball/softball diamond and a large open 
grassy area.  This field is primarily utilized by 
SMGSA and SMLL, as well as AYSO to a lesser 
extent.  The schedule and rules dictating the 
use of this field are covered by the City’s Field 
Use Agreement. 

Sierra Madre School Upper Campus  

The Sierra Madre Elementary Upper Campus at 
160 North Canon Avenue, has two 
baseball/softball diamonds and a large open grassy area.  This field is primarily utilized by 
SMGSA and to a lesser extent SMLL.  The schedule and rules dictating the use of this field are 
covered by the City’s Field Use Agreement.   

PRIVATE SCHOOLS 

Besides the fields at Sierra Madre Elementary Lower and Upper Campuses, there are also 
several private schools in the City with fields.  The City does not have a use agreement with 
these schools; however, several of the schools have reached a separate use agreement with the 
youth sports organizations.  Thus, the baseball diamond at St. Rita’s school is utilized by SMLL, 
while the softball diamond at Alverno School is used by SMGSA.   

The following is a list of the private schools in Sierra Madre: 

Alverno High School      St. Rita's Catholic School 
200 North Michillinda Avenue    322 North Baldwin Avenue 

Gooden School       Bethany Christian School  
192 North Baldwin Avenue     93 North Baldwin Ave, # B 

 

http://www.alverno-hs.org/
http://www.st-ritaschool.org/
http://www.goodenschool.org/
http://bcslions.org/
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CURRENT CONDITIONS/NEEDS 

There is no available restroom at the Lower Campus field area. 

As with all the City’s parks and facilities, on-site monument signage, and in-town directional 
signage are lacking or in disrepair.   

GOALS AND PRIORITIES 

The Committee’s goals for these special use areas are to continue to use school facilities to 
supplement the parks, maintain a strong relationship with the schools, and continue to mediate 
between the user groups and the schools to facilitate optimal usage.  

 Level I Priorities 

Ensure that the facilities are safe for the desired activities. 

 Level II Priorities 

None at this time. 

 Level III Priorities 

In partnership with PUSD, user groups, and Community Foundation, install a restroom at Sierra 
Madre School’s Lower Campus field. 

 

COMMUNITY ORGANIZATIONS 

Without the help of many individual volunteers, event committees and non-profit groups, the 
City would not be able to provide the many park improvements and recreation programs that 
are listed in this master plan update.  The list below includes some, but not all, of the 
organizations that are involved annually in the activities:   

 
Sierra Madre Civic Club, Community Foundation, Sierra Madre Environmental Action Council, 
4th of July Committee, Friends of the Arts, Garden Club, Historical Preservation Society, Kiwanis 
Club, Mountain Conservancy, Mount Wilson Trail Race Committee, Pasadena YMCA, Rotary 
Club, Rose Float Association, Volunteer Firefighters Association, Women’s Club, Youth Sports 
Organizations: Sierra Madre Girls Softball, Little League, and Pony Baseball. 
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FUTURE FINANCIAL PLANNING AND PRIORITIES 
 

The Committee has determined that there are a number of Level I priority issues that should be 
addressed first.  These include: replacing the fencing for the tennis courts at both Memorial 
Park and Sierra Vista Park and renovating the kiosk and bell tower in Kersting Court. 

The Committee has also determined that of the other priorities discussed herein, the top 
priorities for the Community Services Department and the City should be to increase the 
utilization and enjoyment of (1) Kersting Court; (2) Goldberg Park;  and (3) the Dog Parks.  The 
various projects or actions that the Committee has identified as contributing to meeting those 
goals are discussed within the description for each individual park.  For ease of reference, the 
complete list of Level I, II, and III priorities for each park is included in Appendix 14. 

Finally, the Committee generally recommends the following for all parks:   

(1) Each park currently has an eclectic combination of such items as picnic tables, park benches, 
garbage can containers and cans.   When purchasing new or replacement items, all picnic tables 
and benches should be of the brown metal type with drainage holes; all garbage can containers 
should be of the green metal slat type; and the garbage cans should be green 32 gallon plastic 
cans. 

(2) Many of the informational signs at all of the parks are outdated, illegible, incomplete, 
unauthorized “homemade,” have spelling or grammatical errors, cite to outdated code 
sections, and/or are missing.  They should be updated and replaced.    

(3) A standardized type of monument sign should be developed and used throughout the City 
to help distinguish the locations of the parks and facilities.  The Committee recommends 
monument signs patterned after either the Bailey Canyon monument sign or the Sierra Madre 
welcome sign located on Sierra Madre Boulevard at Michillinda (see Appendix 5). 

(4) For parks not on Sierra Madre Boulevard itself, directional signs should be strategically 
placed throughout the City to guide residents and visitors to each park, perhaps on Sierra 
Madre Boulevard at the intersection of the street leading to each park (i.e., at Baldwin pointing 
north for Bailey Canyon, Mount Wilson Trail Park, and the historical museums; and at Sunnyside 
for Goldberg Park).  Additional strategically placed directional signage should guide residents 
and visitors entering the City to the Aquatic Center, Community Recreation Center, Dapper and 
Heasley Fields, Rose Float Association Barn, and Dog Parks; the Hart Park Senior Center and 
Bandshell; and Kersting Court.  

(5) Consider alternate sources of funding for the projects discussed herein as appropriate (see 
Appendix 11). 

(6) Recommendation to include an allocation of at least $5,000 in the Public Works Department 

budget for maintenance items (such as wood chip replacement that can cost $2,000 and 

replacement of playground equipment). 
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(7) Through the City’s Capital Improvement Program (CIP) process, implement the 

improvements to the parks and recreation facilities as identified in this document.  Funding 

sources for these improvements are typically a part of the CIP and are reviewed and adopted 

annually by City Council. 

 

                                                           

 

REFERENCES 

1   Statistics are taken from the Demographic Profile available at the Sierra Madre Public Library 

and prepared for the California State Library by Stanford Center on Longevity, 9/12/2011. 

2
   Information on the history of Mount Wilson Trail and Orchard Camp was obtained from 

Sierra Madre Vistas, A Pictorial History of Sierra Madre, compiled & edited by Elizabeth P. 

Keith, Sierra Madre Historical Society, 1976, and Sierra Madre’s Old Mount Wilson Trail, by 

John W. Robinson, Big Santa Anita Historical Society, 2001. 

3 The Goldberg Park Plant Guide is available at http://cityofsierramadre.com/online-

services/documents/document-archive/item/goldberg-park-plant-guide-2. 

http://cityofsierramadre.com/online-services/documents/document-archive/item/goldberg-park-plant-guide-2
http://cityofsierramadre.com/online-services/documents/document-archive/item/goldberg-park-plant-guide-2






















































 
City of Sierra Madre Parks Inventory 

 
Source: City of Sierra Madre Community & Personnel Services Department  
Reservations: Y = Yes & N = No  
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Mini-Parks Kersting Court 0.0 - - - - 2 1 - - - - 1 - Y - - - - - - 2 - Y - - - - - - - - 

 Milton & Harriet 
Goldberg Recreation 
Area 

0.21760 - - - - 2 - - - - - - - - - - - - - Y - - N - - - Y - - - - 

                   Subtotal 0.21760                               
Neighborhood Park 
 

Mt. Wilson Trail Park  0.34435 - - 1 - 1 - - - - - - - - - - - Y Y - 6 Y Y - - - - - - - - 

     Subtotal 0.34435                               
Community Parks Memorial Park 3.5 - Y 2 - 11 1 Y - Y - 2 - Y Y - - Y Y - 8 Y Y - 2 - - Y - Y - 
 Sierra Vista Park 5.0 Y - 1 1 6 1 - Y Y 2 2 - Y - - - Y Y - 16 Y Y 3 2 - - - 1 - Y 

     Subtotal 8.5                               
Natural Resource 
Areas 

Bailey Canyon 
Wilderness Park 

15.0 - - 4 - 1 1 - - - - 1 1 Y - Y Y - Y - 8 - Y - - Y Y - - - - 

 Mount Wilson Trail 0.0 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - Y - - - - - - N - - Y Y - - - - 
    Subtotal 15.0                               

Total Park Acreage                                















































EXAMPLE OF BENCH/PICNIC TABLE DONATION PROGRAM 

Bench/Picnic Table Donation Information 
Thank you for showing interest in the City of Placentia’s Bench/Picnic Table 
Donation Program.  The purpose of this program is to give individuals the 
opportunity to pay tribute to loved ones.  The program provides beautification to 
the City parks throughout the community by replacing depleted benches and 
picnic tables. 
 
Prices – Approximate 
 $730.00 - Bench (Price includes tax and shipping) 
 $650.00 - Concrete Pad Installment &  Plaque Installment  
 $1,380.00 – Total Cost to Donor 
Deposit – 

 A deposit of $730.00 must be paid to the City of Placentia at time of order.   
Remaining Balance – 

 The remaining balance of $650.00 must be paid to the City of Placentia in 
30 days after the completion/installation of your bench and plaque. 

 Important Items To Note – 
 City staff will order the bench and arrange for the installation of the 

concrete pad.  Delivery is 6 – 8 weeks for the bench. 
 Plaque – The donor is required to order directly from a vendor, their own 

plaques based on the City of Placentia’s specifications, the costs for 
plaques vary per vendor.  Size will need to be no more then 3”- 4” in 
height and no more then 14” – 16” in width.  Plaques will be mounted on 
the front of the bench in the top back support piece (see photo below).  
Once your plaque has been received, please bring it to the City of 
Placentia Community Services Department. 

 City will make arrangements to have plaque installed once it is received.   
Plaque Vendor* 

*This is a vendor we have worked with in the past; however donors are welcome 
to use any vendor for the plaque. 

Oswald Memorials 
14728 Beach Blvd. 

Westminster, CA 92683 
(714) 898-0991 
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APPENDIX 13 

2012 MASTER PLAN UPDATE PRIORITIES BY PARK AND FACILITY 

The Committee has determined that there are a number of Level I priority issues that 
should be addressed because they are necessary if the park/facility is to continue to 
operate without incurring safety or increased liability issues.  These include:  stabilizing 
the fencing for the tennis courts at both Memorial Park and Sierra Vista Park; ensuring 
that the woodchips (or other material) under the play equipment at all parks with such 
equipment meets ADA requirements; and conducting a study to determine whether the 
kiosk, bell tower, and pepper trees in Kersting Court are termite infested or otherwise in 
need of repair. 

The Committee has also determined that of the Level II and III priorities discussed 
herein, the top priorities for the Community Services Department and the City should be 
to increase the utilization and enjoyment of Goldberg Park, Kersting Court, and the Dog 
Parks.  The various projects or actions that the Committee has identified as contributing 
to meeting those goals are discussed within the description for each individual park.  For 
ease of reference, the complete list of Level I, II, and III priorities for each park is 
included in Appendix 13. 

 
ALL PARKS 

Level II Priorities 

(1) Each park currently has an eclectic combination of such items as picnic tables, park 
benches, garbage can containers and cans.   When purchasing new or replacement 
items, all picnic tables and benches should be of the brown metal type with drainage 
holes; all garbage can containers should be of the green metal slat type; and the 
garbage cans should be green 32 gallon plastic cans. 

(2) Many of the informational signs at all of the parks are outdated, illegible, 
incomplete, unauthorized “homemade,” have spelling or grammatical errors, cite to 
outdated code sections, and/or are missing.  They should be updated and replaced.    

(3) A standardized type of monument sign should be developed and used throughout 
the City to help distinguish the locations of the parks and facilities.  The Committee 
recommends monument signs patterned after either the Bailey Canyon monument sign 
or the Sierra Madre welcome sign located on Sierra Madre Boulevard at Michillinda. 

(4) For parks not on Sierra Madre Boulevard itself, directional signs should be 
strategically placed throughout the City to guide residents and visitors to each park, 
perhaps on Sierra Madre Boulevard at the intersection of the street leading to each park 
(i.e., at Baldwin pointing north for Bailey Canyon, Mount Wilson Trail Park, and the 
historical museums; and at Sunnyside for Goldberg Park).  Additional strategically placed 
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directional signage should guide residents and visitors entering the City to the Aquatic 
Center, Community Recreation Center, Dapper and Heasley Fields, Rose Float 
Association Barn, and Dog Parks; the Hart Park Senior Center and Bandshell; and 
Kersting Court.  

(5) Consider alternate sources of funding, such as donation benches, business donations 
in exchange for logo placement, etc. for the projects discussed herein as appropriate. 

 
KERSTING COURT 

As the “gateway” to Sierra Madre and the center of the business district, this mini-park 
welcomes guests to the City, generates a gathering place in the downtown shopping 
district, and contains items of historical significance.  The goals of the Committee are to 
highlight the City’s small-town character, increase utilization, and provide timely and 
relevant information to visitors and guests (See Appendix 5).   

 Level I Priorities 

Termites have been a major problem in Kersting Court and in 2012 one of the pepper 
trees had to be removed because of damage.  It appears that the bell tower and the 
kiosk may also have some damage from termites or wood rot or both.  A termite and/or 
engineering or other safety inspection should be conducted on both the kiosk and the 
bell tower in order to be certain that they are both structurally sound.    

Replace damaged wood at bell tower and kiosk.  

Remove the pepper tree stumps.  

Fix the settling bricks next to the bell tower (consider replacing bricks with pavers like 
those used at the library). 

Keep the information in the kiosk current and attractively presented.  Determine the 
responsible parties for maintaining the information. 

 Level II Priorities 

After the stump is removed (see Level I above), grade the area where the pepper tree 
stump currently sits.  Add new landscaping, and picnic tables and/or benches, with 
some shade trees or other covering in that area.   

Replace the kiosk with a more durable material such as stone.  Keep the stained glass 
inlays as part of the kiosk.   

Replace the information board in the kiosk as the current one is falling apart.  A digital 
display, containing a downtown business directory and other points of interest is 
desired.   
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Add more bike racks. 

 Level III Priorities 

Place a monument sign (i.e., Welcome to Sierra Madre), similar to the one on Sierra 
Madre Boulevard at Michillinda, or the one at Bailey Canyon, on the southeast corner of 
Kersting Court.  The City could sponsor a competition for the sign or solicit business 
donations and could include “sponsors” on the sign. 

Create signage detailing the history of the bell tower.  The City could obtain funding for 
this from private sources, such as a fund-raising activity by children. 

The designer of the Sierra Madre flag has indicated a desire to see the City’s flag flying 
on a separate pole in Kersting Court, perhaps at a 45 degree angle from the U.S. flag for 
better visibility.    

Although the area already has limited parking, a study should be done to determine 
whether the parking next to Kersting Court should be designated as no parking or 
perhaps be turned into parallel parking spots. 

 
MILTON & HARRIET GOLDBERG RECREATION AREA  

As one of the City’s two mini-parks, Goldberg Park is seriously underutilized.  According 
to the survey conducted by the Committee, there were many who were unaware of its 
existence, and those who were aware of Goldberg Park were not aware that it featured 
native California plants and other items of historical significance to the region (such as 
the Gabrieleno hut). 

The Committee’s goals for Goldberg Park are to increase utilization and enjoyment.  The 
Committee believes that these goals could be realized by building on the underlying 
native plant theme, providing visitors with more information about the area, and by 
increasing interactivity for both children and adults (see Appendices 5 & 6). 

 Level I Priorities 

Remove poison oak.  

Ensure flagstone walkway is stable as the border stones appear to be uneven and/or 
loose. 

Trim back overgrown areas on a regular basis. 

 Level II Priorities 

Make sure that the plant guide for Goldberg Park is easily accessible on the City’s 
website. 
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Maintain the donors sign. 

 Level III Priorities 

Add tables, benches, play equipment for children, and shade in the sand pit area and/or 
in the areas to the southwest of the sand pit. 

Add adult exercise stations (see Appendix 6).  This will help fulfill the request of many 
residents for adult areas in one or more of the City’s parks. 

Add drinking fountain for pets and their owners (see Appendix 5). 

Signage for the native plants, trails, and hut should be developed to increase user 
appreciation of Goldberg Park, similar to that for Bailey Canyon. 

 
SIERRA VISTA PARK  

The Committee’s goals for this park are to optimize safe and effective recreational 
activities, repair aging infrastructure, and increase utilization of low-use areas.   
Priorities will be discussed separately for each of the Park’s areas.  

 Level I Priorities 

Sierra Madre Aquatic Center:  

In cooperation with Waterworks Aquatics, the pool equipment and facility housing the 
pool equipment is in need of repair and maintenance.  The City of Sierra Madre had 
submitted an RFP for the Municipal Pool Equipment Building Rehabilitation in May 2011 
(Appendix 5).  The estimated cost was $650,000.  The proposal was to address all 
components necessary for the rehabilitation of the Pool House Building and complete 
circulation, filtration, heating, and sanitation systems for both the Main Pool and 
Wading Pool.  The following were the primary maintenance problems with the facility 
that were included in that RFP: leaking seals on the main pool circulation pump wetting 
the building wall and causing water damage; leaves and debris blowing into the building 
and accumulating around and under equipment; external corrosion of piping and 
electrical conduit; frequent failure of main pool circulation pump; and Inadequate 
access space around equipment. 
 
Since that time, Waterworks Aquatics has taken on the pool pump project with KSI 
Knorr Systems, Inc. to fix the filtration systems, filter controllers, auto fill system, heater 
parts, and chemical control system with a remote communication module to help with 
the chemical feeds.  The computer sensors that have been implemented help with 
calculations of chlorine levels, which will be a huge help to no longer having issues with 
the chemistry makeup of the pool between the chlorine and acid distributions. 
 
Open Space and Playgrounds (see Appendices 5 & 7): 



 5 

Tennis courts need resurfacing.   Fence around courts needs stabilizing. 
 
Woodchips under the playground equipment need regular replenishing. 

Remove the basketball poles and baskets and replace them outside the play area to 
address safety concerns.  Pad the basketball poles pending the move. 
 

 

 
Hal Dapper and Heasley Fields: 

Partner with City Police Department to increase awareness and compliance with laws 
concerning off-leash dogs. 

Dog Parks: 

Remove the ivy around the dog park fencing to improve visibility and safety. 

The Committee recommends not charging a user’s fee for use of the dog parks, unless 
charges are imposed on all users (example youth sports users for field space).  However, 
suggests an hourly fee be developed and added to the City’s fee schedule for rentals. 

Community Center: 

Add “Do Not Enter” signs to parking lot to help with the correct flow of traffic in the 
one-way parking lot in front of the Community Center.  

 Level II Priorities 

Open Space and Playgrounds (see Appendices 5 & 7): 

Tennis court nets should be replaced.  Staff has obtained an estimate of $250 for each 
net. 

Tennis courts need to be resurfaced.  Staff has obtained an estimate of $6,700 to 
resurface the courts. 

Update the rules signs for the tennis courts. 

Replace wooden picnic tables under the pavilion and elsewhere in the Park. 

Maintain picnic pavilion. 

Add additional benches in the basketball court area.  Consider donation benches. 

 Dog Parks (see Appendix 5): 

Add additional seating for owners. 
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Add identifying signage (Title and Rules) so that the public is aware of their existence 
and purpose as well as the rules of use for each of the two parks. 

Community Center: 

Improve the acoustics in the Sierra Madre Room and reduce noise created by the air 
conditioner. 

 

 

 Level III Priorities 

Open Space and Playgrounds (see Appendices 5 & 7): 

Consider future of beach volleyball area. 

Add additional picnic tables, benches, and pavilion to under-utilized west side of Park. 

Hal Dapper and Heasley Fields (see Appendix 9): 

Field lights project – need an electronic on/off system to conserve energy and costs 
and/or to pass on some of the costs to the users. 

Remodel the restrooms located in the northwest area of the Park (near Rose Float Barn 
and Dapper Field). 

Dog Parks (see Appendix 5): 

Provide some decomposed granite pathways. 

 
MEMORIAL PARK  

As the community park that is home to numerous activities and events as well as the 
center of the business district, this park needs to be a showpiece for the City.  The 
Committee’s goals for this park are to maintain a thriving community park that serves 
the needs of multi-generations, and to maintain the park facilities and grounds to 
encourage use and increase enjoyment of this downtown park.   

 Level I Priorities 

Stabilize the fencing poles for the tennis courts.   An estimate of $7,845 to repair the 
fencing has been obtained by staff.  An estimate of $2,186 has been obtained by staff to 
fix the wind screen wall (see Appendix 7). 

Remove concrete underneath and in front of the band shell (originally from a pond).  
Replace with dirt and reseed grass to fill in area.  Possibly need another drain to help 
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with water runoff.  

Woodchips under the playground equipment need regular replenishing. 

 Level II Priorities 

Install a two foot brick retaining wall at the bottom of the sloping shaded dirt area that 
goes from the staircase on the east side of the Hart Park Senior Center, along the north 
side of the sidewalk toward Hermosa, and all the way to the point where the sidewalk 
turns north by the Memorial Wall.  

Add drainage to the area in front of the Band Shell and along the sloping shaded dirt 
area to Hermosa. 

Replant the area in front of the Band Shell and in the sloping shaded dirt area in order to 
prevent further erosion, enhance moisture retention, and provide additional usable 
space that has aesthetic appeal. 

Tennis court nets should be replaced.  Staff has obtained an estimate of $250 for each 
net (see Appendix7). 

Tennis courts need to be resurfaced.  Staff has obtained an estimate of $6,700 to 
resurface the courts (see Appendix 7).  

Provide safety lighting on the path from Hart Park House down to Mariposa. 

Provide safety lights for playground area. 

Review amplified sound policy at the band shell. 

Replace or remove the display box on the Pavilion. 

Remove existing outdated signage on the Pavilion. 

Remove Hart Park House banner (currently hanging on the east side of Hart Park House). 

 Level III Priorities 

Replace wooden picnic tables under the Pavilion and elsewhere in the Park. 

Add additional benches throughout the Park. 

 
MOUNT WILSON TRAIL PARK  

The Committee’s goal for the playground area of this park is to maintain the open space 
as a recreational facility for citizens, their families, and guests.   

Park Area 
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The Committee’s goal for the playground area of this park is to maintain the open space 
as a recreational facility for citizens, their families, and guests.   

 Level I Priorities 

Woodchips under the playground equipment need regular replenishing. 

Ascertain whether there is termite or other damage to the existing monument sign.  

 

Level II Priorities 

Maintain the park and playground equipment on a regular basis. 

Research, write up, and make available the history of the turtle. 

Preserve the turtle for posterity. 

Add the third light to the existing pole. 

 Level III Priorities 

Revisit the issue of painting a silhouette of a Pack Train on the reservoir tank in 2015, to 
reflect the history of the area. 

Trail Area 

The Committee’s goal for the Trail is to encourage respectful and safe use of the City’s 
most popular natural resource area, wilderness preserve, and trail.  

 Level I Priorities 

Provide additional handicapped parking at the foot of the Trail.   

 Level II Priorities 

Place trail maps online and publicize self-guided trail tour guides. 

Add a recycling bin at the foot of the Trail. 

Add signage suggesting to hikers to respect the residents who live at the foot of the 
Trail. 

Add signage to remind users to pick up any trash, and for pet owners to clean up after 
their pet. 

Replace worn destination markers along the Trail. 

Encourage local Civic Clubs to maintain the Trail in such a manner as to ensure safe 
continuous usage by hikers. 
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Encourage contributions to the Fletcher Fund to cover basic Trail maintenance costs. 

 Level III Priorities 

Provide drinking fountains for hikers and their pets. 

Museums 

The Committee’s goals for the historical museums that are part of this park are to 
preserve and highlight them as historical treasures of Sierra Madre, and utilize them for 
the benefit of educating citizens, their families, and guests.   

 Level I Priorities 

Repair or restore portions of the building that are in severe disrepair 

Coordinate with SMHPS to maintain the buildings. 

 Level II Priorities 

Encourage more specialized usage of the museums for functions; perhaps creating 
revenue- generating functions. 

Create self-sustainability through utilization fees. 

 Level III Priorities 

Repair or restore the buildings completely. 

 
BAILEY CANYON WILDERNESS PARK  

The Committee’s goal for this park is to maintain the area as a wilderness park with 
minimal improvements.  

 Level I Priorities 

Remove poison oak next to trail. 

Ensure accessibility of handicapped parking with signs to include Bailey Canyon Park 
(excludes Wilderness Area). 

 Level II Priorities 

Place trail maps online and publicize self-guided trail tour guides. 

Provide permanent containers for dog dropping plastic bags. 

Future donations and funding should go toward the repair of trails, replacement and/or 
repair of picnic tables, barbeques, and general maintenance. 
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Encourage continuation of current programming such as guided tours, nature classes, 
and school programs.  Consider expanding recreational programs to Bailey Canyon Park 
for spring and summer use. 

Encourage local service clubs, youth groups, and community volunteers to assist in the 
maintenance of both the wilderness area and the picnic areas.   

Recognize volunteer efforts of volunteer groups such as SMEAC. 

Continue preservation of open space. 

 Level III Priorities 

Obtain funding for a small amphitheater around the fire ring. 

 
SCHOOLS  

The Committee’s goals for these special use areas are to continue to use school facilities 
to supplement the parks, maintain a strong relationship with the schools, and continue 
to mediate between the user groups and the schools to facilitate optimal usage.  

 Level I Priorities 

Ensure that the facilities are safe for the desired activities. 

 Level II Priorities 

None at this time. 

 Level III Priorities 

In partnership with PUSD, user groups, and Community Foundation, install a restroom at 
Sierra Madre School’s Lower Campus field. 
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APPENDIX 14 

2012 MASTER PLAN UPDATE PRIORITIES BY PARK AND FACILITY 

The Committee has determined that there are a number of Level I priority issues that 
should be addressed first because they are necessary if the park/facility is to continue to 
operate without incurring safety or increased liability issues.  These include:  stabilizing 
the fencing for the tennis courts at both Memorial Park and Sierra Vista Park; ensuring 
that the woodchips (or other material) under the play equipment at all parks with such 
equipment meets ADA requirements; and conducting a study to determine whether the 
kiosk, bell tower, and pepper trees in Kersting Court are termite infested or otherwise in 
need of repair. 

The Committee has also determined that of the other priorities discussed herein, the 
top priorities for the Community Services Department and the City should be to increase 
the utilization and enjoyment of (1) Kersting Court; (2) Goldberg Park, and (3) the Dog 
Parks.  The various projects or actions that the Committee has identified as contributing 
to meeting those goals are discussed within the description for each individual park.   

 
ALL PARKS 

(1) Each park currently has an eclectic combination of such items as picnic tables, park 
benches, garbage can containers and cans.   When purchasing new or replacement 
items, all picnic tables and benches should be of the brown metal type with drainage 
holes; all garbage can containers should be of the green metal slat type; and the 
garbage cans should be green 32 gallon plastic cans. 

(2) Many of the informational signs at all of the parks are outdated, illegible, 
incomplete, unauthorized “homemade,” have spelling or grammatical errors, cite to 
outdated code sections, and/or are missing.  They should be updated and replaced.    

(3) A standardized type of monument sign should be developed and used throughout 
the City to help distinguish the locations of the parks and facilities.  The Committee 
recommends monument signs patterned after either the Bailey Canyon monument sign 
or the Sierra Madre welcome sign located on Sierra Madre Boulevard at Michillinda (see 
Appendix 5). 

(4) For parks not on Sierra Madre Boulevard itself, directional signs should be 
strategically placed throughout the City to guide residents and visitors to each park, 
perhaps on Sierra Madre Boulevard at the intersection of the street leading to each park 
(i.e., at Baldwin pointing north for Bailey Canyon, Mount Wilson Trail Park, and the 
historical museums; and at Sunnyside for Milton and Harriett Goldberg Recreation 
Area).  Additional strategically placed directional signage should guide residents and 
visitors entering the City to the Aquatic Center, Community Recreation Center, Dapper 
Field, Heasley and T-Ball Fields, Rose Float Association Barn, and Dog Parks; the Hart 
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Park Senior Center and Bandshell; and Kersting Court.  

(5) Consider alternate sources of funding, such as donation benches, business donations 
in exchange for logo placement, etc. for the projects discussed herein as appropriate 
(see Appendix 11). 

 
KERSTING COURT 

As the “gateway” to Sierra Madre and the center of the business district, this mini-park 
welcomes guests to the City, generates a gathering place in the downtown shopping 
district, and contains items of historical significance.  The goals of the Committee are to 
highlight the City’s small-town character, increase utilization, and provide timely and 
relevant information to visitors and guests (see Appendix 6).   

Level I Priorities 

Termites have been a major problem in Kersting Court and in 2012 one of the pepper 
trees had to be removed because of damage.  It appears that the bell tower and the 
kiosk may also have some damage from termites or wood rot or both.  A termite and/or 
engineering or other safety inspection should be conducted on both the kiosk and the 
bell tower in order to be certain that they are both structurally sound.   

Replace damaged wood at bell tower and kiosk. 

Remove the pepper tree stumps.  

Fix the settling bricks next to the bell tower (consider replacing bricks with pavers like 
those used at the library). 

Keep the information in the kiosk current and attractively presented.  Determine the 
responsible parties for maintaining the information. 

 Level II Priorities 

After the stump is removed (see Level I above), grade the area where the pepper tree 
stump currently sits.  Add new landscaping, and picnic tables and/or benches, with 
some shade trees or other covering in that area.   

Replace the kiosk with a more durable material such as stone.  Keep the stained glass 
inlays as part of the kiosk.   

Replace the information board in the kiosk as the current one is falling apart.  A digital 
display, containing a downtown business directory and other points of interest is 
desired.   

Add more bike racks. 
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 Level III Priorities 

Place a monument sign (i.e., Welcome to Sierra Madre), similar to the one on Sierra 
Madre Boulevard at Michillinda, or the one at Bailey Canyon, on the southeast corner of 
Kersting Court.  The City could sponsor a competition for the sign, or solicit donations 
from businesses and/or community organizations and could include “sponsors” on the 
sign (see Appendix 5).   

Create signage detailing the history of the bell tower.  The City could obtain funding for 
this from private sources, such as a fund-raising activity by children. 

The designer of the Sierra Madre flag has indicated a desire to see the City’s flag flying 
on a separate pole in Kersting Court, perhaps at a 45 degree angle from the U.S. flag for 
better visibility. 

    
MILTON & HARRIET GOLDBERG RECREATION AREA  

As one of the City’s two mini-parks, Goldberg Park is seriously underutilized.  According 
to the survey conducted by the Committee, there were many who were unaware of its 
existence, and those who were aware of Goldberg Park were not aware that it featured 
native California plants and other items of historical significance to the region (such as 
the Gabrieleno hut). 

The Committee’s goals for Goldberg Park are to increase utilization and enjoyment.  The 
Committee believes that these goals could be realized by building on the underlying 
native plant theme, providing visitors with more information about the area, and by 
increasing interactivity for both children and adults (see Appendices 6 & 7). 

 Level I Priorities 

Ensure flagstone walkway is stable as the border stones appear to be uneven and/or 
loose. 

Trim back overgrown areas on a regular basis. 

 Level II Priorities 

Make sure that the plant guide for Goldberg Park is easily accessible on the City’s 
website. 

Maintain the donors sign. 

 Level III Priorities 

Add tables, benches, play equipment for children, and shade in the sand pit area and/or 
in the areas to the southwest of the sand pit. 



 4 

Add adult exercise stations (see Appendix 7).  This will help fulfill the request of many 
residents for adult areas in one or more of the City’s parks. 

Add drinking fountain for pets and their owners (see Appendix 6). 

Signage for the native plants, trails, and hut should be developed to increase user 
appreciation of Goldberg Park, similar to that for Bailey Canyon. 
 
 
SIERRA VISTA PARK  

The Committee’s goals for this park are to optimize safe and effective recreational 
activities, repair aging infrastructure, and increase utilization of low-use areas.   
Priorities will be discussed separately for each of the Park’s areas.  

 Level I Priorities 

Sierra Madre Aquatic Center:  

In cooperation with Waterworks Aquatics, the pool equipment and facility housing the 
pool equipment is in need of repair and maintenance.  The City of Sierra Madre had 
submitted an RFP for the Municipal Pool Equipment Building Rehabilitation in May 2011 
(see Appendix 13).  The estimated cost was $650,000.  The proposal was to address all 
components necessary for the rehabilitation of the Pool House Building and complete 
circulation, filtration, heating, and sanitation systems for both the Main Pool and 
Wading Pool.  The following were the primary maintenance problems with the facility 
that were included in that RFP: leaking seals on the main pool circulation pump wetting 
the building wall and causing water damage; leaves and debris blowing into the building 
and accumulating around and under equipment; external corrosion of piping and 
electrical conduit; frequent failure of main pool circulation pump; and Inadequate 
access space around equipment. 
 
Since that time, Waterworks Aquatics has taken on the pool pump project with KSI 
Knorr Systems, Inc. to fix the filtration systems, filter controllers, auto fill system, heater 
parts, and chemical control system with a remote communication module to help with 
the chemical feeds.  The computer sensors that have been implemented help with 
calculations of chlorine levels, which will be a huge help to no longer having issues with 
the chemistry makeup of the pool between the chlorine and acid distributions. 
 
Recreation Areas and Playgrounds (see Appendices 6 & 8): 

Stabilize the fencing poles for the tennis courts.  

Woodchips under the playground equipment need regular replenishing. 

Remove the basketball poles and baskets and replace them outside the play area to 
address safety concerns.  Pad the basketball poles pending the move. 
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Hal Dapper, Heasley, and T-Ball Fields: 

Partner with City Police Department to increase awareness and compliance with laws 
concerning off-leash dogs. 

Heasley Field (see Appendix 10): 

Field lights project – need an electronic on/off system to conserve energy and costs 
and/or to pass on some of the costs to the users. 

Dog Parks: 

Remove the ivy around the dog park fencing to improve visibility and safety.  However, 
leave the ivy on the west side fence of the big dog park facing the tennis courts. 

The Committee recommends not charging a user’s fee for use of the dog parks, unless 
charges are imposed on all users (for example, youth sports users for field space).  
However, the Committee suggests an hourly fee be developed and added to the City’s 
fee schedule for rentals of the dog parks. 

Community Center: 

Add “Do Not Enter” signs to parking lot to help with the correct flow of traffic in the 
one-way parking lot in front of the Community Center.  

 Level II Priorities 

Recreation Areas and Playgrounds (see Appendices 6 & 8): 

Tennis court nets should be replaced.  Staff has obtained an estimate of $250 for each 
net. 

Tennis courts need to be resurfaced.  Staff has obtained an estimate of $6,700 to 
resurface the courts. 

Update the rules signs for the tennis courts. 

Replace wooden picnic tables under the pavilion and elsewhere in the Park. 

Maintain picnic pavilion. 

Add additional benches in the basketball court area.  Consider donation benches (see 
Appendix 11). 

Dog Parks (see Appendix 6): 

Add additional seating for owners. 

Add identifying signage (Title and Rules) so that the public is aware of their existence 
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and purpose as well as the rules of use for each of the two parks. 

Community Center (see Appendix 9): 

Improve the acoustics in the Sierra Madre Room and reduce noise created by the air 
conditioner. 

 Level III Priorities 

Recreation Areas and Playgrounds (see Appendices 6 & 8): 

Consider future of beach volleyball area. 

Add additional picnic tables, benches, and pavilion to under-utilized west side of Park. 

Hal Dapper Field  

Remodel the restrooms located in the northwest area of the Park (near Rose Float Barn 
and Dapper Field). 

Dog Parks (see Appendix 6): 

Provide some decomposed granite pathways. 

 
MEMORIAL PARK  

As the community park that is home to numerous activities and events as well as the 
center of the business district, this park needs to be a showpiece for the City.  The 
Committee’s goals for this park are to maintain a thriving community park that serves 
the needs of multi-generations, and to maintain the park facilities and grounds to 
encourage use and increase enjoyment of this downtown park.   

 Level I Priorities 

Stabilize the fencing poles for the tennis courts.   An estimate of $7,845 to repair the 
fencing has been obtained by staff.  An estimate of $2,186 has been obtained by staff to 
fix the wind screen wall (see Appendix 8). 

Remove concrete underneath and in front of the band shell (originally from a pond).  
Replace with dirt and reseed grass to fill in area.  Possibly need another drain to help 
with water runoff.  

Woodchips under the playground equipment need regular replenishing. 

 Level II Priorities 

Install a two foot brick retaining wall at the bottom of the sloping shaded dirt area that 
goes from the staircase on the east side of the Hart Park Senior Center, along the north 



 7 

side of the sidewalk toward Hermosa, and all the way to the point where the sidewalk 
turns north by the Memorial Wall.  

Add drainage to the area in front of the Band Shell and along the sloping shaded dirt 
area to Hermosa. 

Replant the area in front of the Band Shell and in the sloping shaded dirt area in order to 
prevent further erosion, enhance moisture retention, and provide additional usable 
space that has aesthetic appeal. 

Tennis court nets should be replaced.  Staff has obtained an estimate of $250 for each 
net (see Appendix 8). 

Tennis courts need to be resurfaced.  Staff has obtained an estimate of $6,700 to 
resurface the courts (see Appendix 8).  

Provide safety lighting on the path from Hart Park House down to Mariposa. 

Provide safety lights for playground area. 

Review amplified sound policy at the band shell. 

Replace or remove the display box on the Pavilion. 

Remove existing outdated signage on the Pavilion. 

Remove Hart Park House banner (currently hanging on the east side of Hart Park 
House). 

 Level III Priorities 

Replace wooden picnic tables under the Pavilion and elsewhere in the Park. 

Add additional benches throughout the Park. 

 
MOUNT WILSON TRAIL 

The Committee’s goal for the Trail is to encourage respectful and safe use of the City’s 
most popular natural resource area, wilderness preserve, and trail.  

 Level I Priorities 

Provide trail etiquette signage suggesting to hikers to respect the residents who live at 
the foot of the Trail. 

Level II Priorities 

Place trail maps online and publicize self-guided trail tour guides. 
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Add a recycling bin at the foot of the Trail. 

Add signage to remind users to pick up any trash, and for pet owners to clean up after 
their pet. 

Replace worn destination markers along the Trail. 

Encourage local Civic Clubs to maintain the Trail in such a manner as to ensure safe 
continuous usage by hikers. 

Encourage contributions to the Fletcher Fund to cover basic Trail maintenance costs. 

 Level III Priorities 

Provide a drinking fountain for hikers and their pets at the trail head. 

 
MOUNT WILSON TRAIL PARK  

The Committee’s goal for the playground area of this park is to maintain the open space 
as a recreational facility for citizens, their families, and guests.   

 Level I Priorities 

Woodchips under the playground equipment need regular replenishing. 

Ascertain whether there is termite or other damage to the existing monument sign. 

 Level II Priorities 

Maintain the park and playground equipment on a regular basis. 

Research, write up, and make available the history of the turtle. 

Preserve the turtle for posterity. 

Add the third light to the existing pole. 

 Level III Priorities 

Revisit the issue of painting a silhouette of a Pack Train on the reservoir tank in 2015, to 
reflect the history of the area. 
 

MUSEUMS 

The Committee’s goals for the historical museums that are part of this park are to 
preserve and highlight them as historical treasures of Sierra Madre, and utilize them for 
the benefit of educating citizens, their families, and guests.   



 9 

 Level I Priorities 

Repair or restore portions of the building that are in severe disrepair 

Coordinate with SMHPS to maintain the buildings. 

 Level II Priorities 

Encourage more specialized usage of the museums for functions; perhaps creating 
revenue- generating functions. 

Create self-sustainability through utilization fees. 

 Level III Priorities 

Repair or restore the buildings completely. 

 
BAILEY CANYON WILDERNESS PARK  

The Committee’s goal for this park is to maintain the area as a wilderness park with 
minimal improvements.  

 Level I Priorities 

Develop signage for hikers to be aware of possible poison oak on trial. 

 Level II Priorities 

Place trail maps online and publicize self-guided trail tour guides. 

Provide permanent containers for dog dropping plastic bags. 

Future donations and funding should go toward the repair of trails, replacement and/or 
repair of picnic tables, barbeques, and general maintenance. 

Encourage continuation of current programming such as guided tours, nature classes, 
and school programs.  Consider expanding recreational programs to Bailey Canyon Park 
for spring and summer use. 

Encourage local service clubs, youth groups, and community volunteers to assist in the 
maintenance of both the wilderness area and the picnic areas.   

Recognize volunteer efforts of volunteer groups such as SMEAC. 

Continue preservation of open space. 

Level III Priorities 

Obtain funding for a small amphitheater around the fire ring. 
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SCHOOLS  

The Committee’s goals for these special use areas are to continue to use school facilities 
to supplement the parks, maintain a strong relationship with the schools, and continue 
to mediate between the user groups and the schools to facilitate optimal usage.  

 Level I Priorities 

Ensure that the facilities are safe for the desired activities. 

 Level II Priorities 

None at this time. 

 Level III Priorities 

In partnership with PUSD, user groups, and Community Foundation, install a restroom at 
Sierra Madre School’s Lower Campus field. 
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